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RNA editing is promising to go where DNA editing

J&K Assembly passes resolution to restore
special status, begin dialogue with Centre

GS Paper Il: Polity |

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Amid uproar and high-
pitch protests by Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) legisla-
tors, the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly on Wednes-
day passed a resolution
seeking restoration of spe-
cial status and sought a dia-
logue with the Centre for
the same.

Speaker Abdur Rahim
Rather put the resolution
to voice vote. It was passed
with the majority of legisla-
tors supporting it in the 90-

’,’ S : ‘/

BJP legislators oppose the resolution on the restoration of special
status in the J&K Assembly, Srinagar, on Wednesday. IMRAN NISSAR

member Assembly. Be-
sides 55 coalition members
of the National Conference

(NC), the resolution was
supported by parties out-
side the coalition.

Three legislators of the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), Awami Ittehad Par-
ty legislator Sheikh Khur-
sheed, Independent legis-
lator Shabir Kullay, J&K
Peoples Conference chief
Sajad Lone, and Aam Aad-
mi Party legislator Mehraj
Malik supported it.

Earlier, Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Choud-
hary, while addressing the
third day of the Assembly,
moved the resolution.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

J&K Assembly passes resolution to restore special status,
begin dialogue with Centre

FF-FRAR fAUTAwsT J fARIY ST qgTer I FT TFaT aRd
e, Fg @ ST P&

Resolution for Restoration of Special Status in Jammu and Kashmir Assembly

5F 3R FAR Ruewen # Ry gf A qgreh & e ywamw

e Amid uproar and high-pitch protests by BJP legislators, the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly on Wednesday passed a resolution seeking restoration of special status and
requested a dialogue with the Centre for the same.

HroTaT faemaen! garT gomar 3R SiNeR faier & &, S 3R e faumerae
gmﬁﬁeﬁaﬁaﬁrmaﬁrﬂmmguwmﬁmﬁammmm
g & Y SIddd AT H

e Speaker Abdur Rahim Rather put the resolution to a voice vote, and it was passed
with the majority of legislators supporting it in the 90-member Assembly.
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TRFT 3reqT W@H TS A 38 YETd H A @ & v @, 3R Ig 90-aeFd
femeraean 7 sgAa @ oRka & =

o Besides the 55 coalition members of the National Conference (NC), the resolution
was supported by parties outside the coalition as well.

AAAT FIhH (TAHY) & 55 TS FGEAT &b 37T, 3T 9EATd T THIT Taae d

aTeX 1 Trfear o o R

e Three legislators of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), Awami Ittehad Party
legislator Sheikh Khursheed, Independent legislator Shabir Kullay, J&K Peoples
Conference chief Sajad Lone, and Aam Aadmi Party legislator Mehraj Malik
supported the resolution.
digew SARRE ot (fd) F e Rremas, sraeh e ot & Rurs aw geffe,
féelar faumras oy Fod, IF Yo Fiahd & 7T TG ae, 3R 3T et aret

F FUrTes AT Afdd o YEad 1 THYT fHam|

o Earlier, Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Choudhary, while addressing the third day of
the Assembly, moved the resolution.

T, 3AEHAl gReY Tl o JueweT & W G & g & el 38 geaa

T g R

Happy that Usha will become Second Lady
of the U.S., says her 96-year-old grandaunt

[PCS

B. Madhu Gopal
VISAKHAPATNAM

There was a steady stream
of mediapersons and visi-
tors at 96-year-old Chiluku-
ri Santhamma’s home at
Akkayyapalem in Visakha-
patnam on Wednesday
evening after the results of
the U.S. Presidential elec-
tion were declared.

Ms. Chilukuri Santham-
ma, a former physics pro-
fessor, is the grandaunt of
Usha Chilukuri Vance, wife
of ].D. Vance, the U.S. Vice-
President-elect.

“I am happy that some-
one from our family has
become the Second Lady
of the U.S. I watched the
election results on TV. Ush-
a’s grandfather, Rama Sub-

Chilukuri Santhamma, grandaunt of Usha Chilukuri Vance, speaking

et

to presspersons in Visakhapatnam on Wednesday. v. RAJU

ramanya Sastry, and my
husband are brothers,” she
said.

Ms. Santhamma, howev-
er, regretted that many In-
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dians were leaving their
motherland in search of
greener pastures. She said
opportunities should be
made available in India so

that talent can be retained
within the country.

Ms. Usha is the daughter
of Chilukuri Radhakrishna,
son of Rama Subramanya
Sastry, the younger broth-
er of Ms. Santhamma’s hus-
band. Mr. Radhakrishna
studied mechanical engi-
neering at the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Ma-
dras, and subsequently
migrated to the U.S.

After retiring from And-
hra University, Ms. San-
thamma continues to teach
physics at Centurion Un-
iversity in Vizianagaram.
“Radhakrishna had left for
the U.S. long ago, and Usha
was born there. She should
not forget her roots,” Ms.
Santhamma had told The
Hindu in the past.
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Happy that Usha will become Second Lady of the U.S., says
her 96-year-old grandaunt

39 F AR Fr gfadw Afgem sa 9w 39Fr 96 a¥fiw gy 7
weT &% 3¢ gt ¢

Visit to Chilukuri Santhamma’s Home After U.S. Presidential Election

AR Tegafy goarg F a1 RgFd Ty F av W Amrgs F SRy
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There was a steady stream of mediapersons and visitors at 96-year-old Chilukuri
Santhamma’s home in Akkayyapalem, Visakhapatnam, on Wednesday evening
after the results of the U.S. Presidential election were declared.

TUAR AT, FhzATaTel#, femaraaesr # 96 affy Rqedt sy s w w Aifdar
FIAAT 3R IIAHT HT AT oo @I oI AR wegufar gara & aRomH AT R
M|

Ms. Chilukuri Santhamma, a former physics professor, is the grandaunt of Usha
Chilukuri Vance, wife of J.D. Vance, the U.S. Vice-President-elect.

Aot Rl wuwa, ta qg #ifd F AR, 3w Regd a0 Had £, 5 3R
& d9-faaifRa swrseafa .8 3@ H 9T g

‘I am happy that someone from our family has become the Second Lady of the U.S. |
watched the election results on TV. Usha’s grandfather, Rama Subramanya Sastry,
and my husband are brothers,” she said.

3egil Fhgl, "H G g fh gAR IRaR & FIg AR A qudy Ao 5= &1 Ao &l
W goATa IROTH W | 39 F greT, IH FIAvT AT, 3R A afd 641 g1

Ms. Santhamma expressed regret that many Indians were leaving their motherland in
search of greener pastures. She said opportunities should be made available in India
so that talent can be retained within the country.

NAN FYFATS 3H a1d W W ST & S HRAT dga¥ 3ga 7 aomer 7 379elr
AU ©15 @ &1 3wl e & 0Ra & AT 3Ty @ TIRT arfen wfasm ger &
g @

Ms. Usha is the daughter of Chilukuri Radhakrishna, who is the son of Rama
Subramanya Sastry, the younger brother of Ms. Santhamma’s husband. Mr.
Radhakrishna studied mechanical engineering at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras, and subsequently migrated to the U.S.

Arerc 3w, Rl wergpsor i 38§, S TH GEACT A & GF 3R ANAT FYFAT F
ufar & oI a7$ §| Menper f AR e wFuTe, A O wifiw sehfaaier &
gers &1 3R 91 &7 3@RFT T v

After retiring from Andhra University, Ms. Santhamma continues to teach physics at
Centurion University in Vizianagaram.
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3y freafearers @ Qarfagfr & are, Aferch Tyw Rsaere & AR
Foreafarezrer # sifas gerem s @ gv

e “Radhakrishna had left for the U.S. long ago, and Usha was born there. She should not
forget her roots,” Ms. Santhamma had told The Hindu in the past.

AHAN FUFATA g G PN TAT AT, "TUTHSOT S5 Tg ol AR Tl 10 I, AR 391 7
STeH 9E g3 ATl 38 HIAT TS G el fRT|”

A West Asia under Donald Trump

|GS Paper Il: US and West Asia |
0 ne of the key foreign policy issues to have

plagued Joe Biden’s single-term

presidency was Israel’s war on the
Palestinians in Gaza. Before the October 7, 2023
attack by Hamas in Israel, his administration
seemed confident about its West Asia policy. Mr.
Biden wanted to expand the Arab-Israel
normalisation process, which was initiated by his
predecessor, Donald Trump, through the 2020
Abraham Accords. Saudi Arabia and Israel were
in an advanced stage of normalising ties. The
Palestine question had been pushed to the
margins of regional politics. But October 7
overhauled the status quo.

Mr. Biden immediately offered his full support
for Israel, which launched a retaliatory war in
Gaza. The Biden administration’s approach was
largely two-pronged: support Israel’s war in Gaza,
while beginning diplomatic measures to prevent
the conflict from escalating into an all-out
regional war. But what Mr. Biden got after a year
was a disastrous, unending war in Gaza, sullying
America’s reputation, and a widening conflict in
West Asia, dragging the United States deeper into
it. Over the past year, more than 43,000
Palestinians have been killed in Gaza. The war
also expanded to Lebanon when, on October 1,
Israel launched its fourth invasion of the
neighbouring country. The conflict has also
triggered a shooting match between Israel and
Iran. Mr. Biden was accused of being complicit in
“Israel’s genocide” against the Palestinians, and
his diplomatic efforts to prevent the conflict from
widening in West Asia proved ineffectual. This
means Donald Trump, the next President of the
U.S., is going to inherit a West Asia, traditionally a
backyard of American influence, on fire.

Trump’s record

Make no mistake. Mr. Trump is not an
Israel-sceptic. Pro-Israel policies defined his West
Asia policy during his first term in office. It was
Mr. Trump who moved America’s embassy to

stanly Johny

With Joe Biden
leaving behind a
broken region, it
remains to be
seen whether
Donald Trump
can look at the
larger strategic
picture

Jerusalem. It was Mr. Trump’s administration that
recognised Israel’s illegal annexation of Syria’s
Golan Heights. And it was Mr. Trump who
withdrew the U.S. unilaterally from the Iran
nuclear deal, despite United Nations certification
that Iran was fully compliant with the terms of
the 2015 agreement. And even the Abraham
Accords, which brought Israel and Arab nations,
the two pillars of America’s West Asia policy
together, were aimed at building a combined
stronger alliance against Iran, the common foe of
the U.S. and Israel. Mr. Trump had
unveiled a ‘peace plan’ for
Israel-Palestine in 2020, but it had
been rejected outright by the
Palestinian leadership, saying it was
heavily in favour of Israel.

So, Mr. Trump is unlikely to take a strong
moral position against Israel’s war in Gaza.
During the campaign, he had also made it clear
that he strongly stood for Israel’s victory in the
ongoing wars in West Asia. Yet, Israel’s disastrous
multi-front wars would pose critical foreign
policy challenges to Mr. Trump.

Threads to the issues

The first problem he would face is what Mr. Biden
faced in October 2023. Mr. Biden was ready to
overlook criticisms of genocide against Israel, but
he did not want an all-out war in West Asia,
which the Americans believe are not in their
interests. He called for a ceasefire in Gaza but
refused to exert any meaningful pressure on the
Benjamin Netanyahu government. According to
an analysis by Brown University, the Biden
administration spent $17.9 billion on military
assistance to Israel in a year from October 2023.
Mr. Biden wanted to insulate the war in Gaza
from the larger conflict in West Asia, but he failed
to do so. Mr. Trump, likewise, might support
Israel in the war on Gaza or against Hezbollah,
but he would not like the U.S. being drawn into a
regional war, mainly for two reasons.

A West Asia under Donald Trump
SdATes ¢FT & ther afdasr ofdrr

Key Foreign Policy Issues During Joe Biden’s Presidency

St fase & wsgufa Friwer & SR gET fager Afa g
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AMERICA

VOTES

First, Mr. Trump’s base is against the U.S.
getting stuck in West Asia’s forever wars. His
Vice-President-elect J.D. Vance has repeatedly
slammed America’s wars in the region,
particularly the 2003 Iraq invasion. Mr. Trump
would like to focus on further strengthening
America’s conventional capabilities and bring
China, its most powerful conventional rival, into
the pulpit of his foreign policy. A war with Iran
would not serve this purpose.

Second, one of Mr. Trump’s key campaign
promises was to fix the cost of living
crisis. If there is a larger war with
Iran, which could affect energy
supplies through the Strait of
Hormuz that connects the Persian
Gulf to the Arabian Sea, the
inflationary pressure will only get enhanced. For
political, economic and strategic reasons, a wider
war in West Asia would not be in the interest of a
Trump administration either.

Looking ahead

But what is to be seen is whether Mr. Trump can
look at the larger strategic picture and take
corrective measures to restore America’s position
in West Asia. Mr. Biden is leaving behind a broken
region where Israel is going rogue with American
support. Granted, America still remains the most
powerful country in the region and its Arab allies
are still sticking to America’s leadership, despite
many grievances. But Israel’s unending,
disproportionate wars have damaged America’s
reputation. Worse, it has brought the region to
the brink of an all-out war. Mr. Trump has to be
more assertive in bringing the wars in Gaza and
Lebanon to an end at the earliest if he wants to
restore stability in the region. If he continues the
Biden policies, topped up by his own pro-Israeli
impulses which were on display during his first
presidency, West Asia will fall further into chaos.

stanly.johny@thehindu.co.in



PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

One of the key foreign policy issues during Joe Biden’s presidency was Israel’s war
on the Palestinians in Gaza.

S faga & sgufad FRiwe & el g fader Aifd geet & & v e &

efaedfaat 9w gerser #1 ggu |
Before the October 7, 2023 attack by Hamas in Israel, the administration was
confident about its West Asia policy.

7 IFga 2023 T FATH AT FoIB T §HA & Tgol, TAHeA 39wt qiersy ufdrar sfifer

T olehY ATRTE AT
Mr. Biden aimed to expand the Arab-Israel normalization process, which was started
by Donald Trump through the 2020 Abraham Accords.

a3 & 2020 3ramEd FHMA & AT A SATes TFT GIART YE I IS IR-FIS el
AATNFIOT YfFHAT 1 TEAR A I o8 @1 AT

Saudi Arabia and Israel were in advanced stages of normalizing ties.

T3 3R 3R oIS G AT Tl & 3ooid IO 7 I

The Palestine question had been pushed to the margins of regional politics.
feforedler #1 west T TorEifar & g1y 9 kel T aram am

But October 7 overhauled the status quo.

Aferet 7 rargear & Tunfeufa &1 sgor fea|

Biden’s Response to Israel’s War in Gaza

AT A FoRIEe F Fou W faser & wfafrar
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Mr. Biden immediately offered his full support for Israel, which launched a retaliatory
war in Gaza.

a3 7 i gormEa & AT 9= qub wwder fea, foe= amem & Srarelt geer o« o)

The Biden administration’s approach was two-pronged: support Israel’s war in
Gaza and start diplomatic efforts to prevent the conflict from escalating into a
regional war.

faser wermeer 7 N Qr-awwr o ame F FeEE F Iu F GAYA HE AR FEY A
AT Four F o ¥ VFa F AT Fedfas g gF w36

However, after a year, Mr. Biden faced an unending war in Gaza, tarnishing America’s
reputation and widening conflict in West Asia.

glelifch, Ueh Tl dTc;, faseT @l Ueh rfaver e Jew, AR At gfaser gfder 3K
R o & sed wu¥ & AHAT FAT 937

Over the past year, more than 43,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza.
oo T av¥ 7 43,000 ¥ A+ pfAcded amem & A v )

The war expanded to Lebanon when, on October 1, Israel launched its fourth
invasion of the neighboring country.

Y AT cieh Ul TN, ST 1 HFCA bl SoNIST o TSIET S IR =TT ATshaaor foma |
The conflict also triggered a shooting match between Israel and Iran.

HO¥ o goRTed 3R & ¥ o e o Sz &
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Accusations Against Biden and Diplomatic Efforts

fa3er W IR IR Fedfors v

Mr. Biden was accused of being complicit in “Israel’s genocide” against
Palestinians.

e ) FfRedi@al F e “sorEa & REeR” # Fga 8l F7 3R Semar
T

His diplomatic efforts to prevent the conflict from widening in West Asia proved
ineffective.

ufad TR # Fuy # e @ I & AT 3aF Fedfas gam 8w 3

This means Donald Trump, the next President of the U.S., will inherit a West Asia in
turmoil.

SHPT AT ¢ o Nelles T, S HANST & 39T Tseufa g, U rend gfRasw vk
I faraa & grear|

Trump’s Record

T FT1 RS

Make no mistake. Mr. Trump is not an Israel-skeptic.
PIS eIl o HY| A T gorsa-RAV 7T £
Pro-Israel policies defined his West Asia policy during his first term in office.

SIS AHYF AfaAl o 37 Tgo FRARIA F R IoTat g TR Hfifa =
gRATT TR

Trump moved America’s embassy to Jerusalem.

TFY o HANHT T qATE ATHAH H TAATARA Fohar|

His administration recognized Israel’s annexation of Syria’s Golan Heights.
3oTch YT of HIRAT & M 5T & FoRISA & Feol Hl AT 4|

Trump withdrew the U.S. from the Iran nuclear deal despite UN certification of Iran’s
compliance.

TYFA TS GaRT $ AT T hT TS & FTasle, TFT o I A FHSAT &
AR T arad o o]

The Abraham Accords brought Israel and Arab nations together, aimed at building a
stronger alliance against Iran.

ISTEA FAHIAT o oS AR 3T USel & Tohole foram, ST &1 & e wF Asiqg
TSI TAT & 36627 I I

Trump had unveiled a ‘peace plan’ for Israel-Palestine in 2020, which was rejected by
the Palestinian leadership.

2020 H 9 o FoRTBA-TfATdIT & T ven ‘eanfa Arsrar g&dd &, o fRefaediah
Adqed o i HT |

Trump’s Potential Approach to Israel’s War in Gaza

AT A SIS F Jou F Wi TFT &7 wenfaa gieewor
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Mr. Trump is unlikely to take a moral position against Israel’s war in Gaza.
A TFTH AT A FIEA F JoY & W AfAF @ 39 T FHIGAT AL &

During the campaign, he made it clear that he supports Israel’s victory in the ongoing
wars in West Asia.

AT TOR & SR 3ogia T95¢ fohar fon a5 aftesr oflrar & @or @ Jeut A sormsa
# Sha &1 TaAdT FT g

Yet, Israel’s disastrous multi-front wars would pose critical foreign policy
challenges to Mr. Trump.

ﬁwﬁ,w#ag—vmﬁmwaﬁma:ﬁmwmnﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁm
S|

Threads to the Issues

gqaf#;mr
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The first problem he would face is what Mr. Biden faced in October 2023.
UgAl WHATAT h HHAT 306 U TN il TSI SHT fATET a8 o Jrarga 2023 7
fepar |

Mr. Biden was ready to overlook criticisms of genocide against Israel, but he did not
want an all-out war in West Asia, which the Americans believe are not in their
interests.

AT a3 soREd F AP TSR HI AT I 3T A & fav =R
9, dfehet 3 aftesr ol & qot geur 781 = ¥, 5w aARfeat @ s Ra & &

HTeIT|

He called for a ceasefire in Gaza but refused to exert any meaningful pressure on the
Benjamin Netanyahu government.

Segiel IS A FEUTATHA T 3Medr=l ha dAfhet TR Aqearg THER R F1$
HAECAYUl &aTa STolel 8 ST &Y 3Tl

According to an analysis by Brown University, the Biden administration spent $17.9
billion on military assistance to Israel in a year from October 2023.

A3 FAATHE & TR [AR0ITUT & 3TN, SIS TR o HFeay 2023 F TF a¥ A
oIS A AT HWgaT W $17.9 Rfegsr @ fFo

Mr. Biden wanted to insulate the war in Gaza from the larger conflict in West Asia,
but he failed to do so.

fAEeY args ara # ey H afRaw T F 93 wud @ 3raer @ar agd I, A
T 59 DA T

Mr. Trump, likewise, might support Israel in the war on Gaza or against Hezbollah, but
he would not like the U.S. being drawn into a regional war for two reasons.

fAFeX o0 &t e & Yeu a1 Rorgears & Rew g F1 THIT N T §,
AftreT 3 3ARFT F 8T geur F 3azmen adt TN 3R sF & FROE)
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First Reason
geell dNIT

Mr. Trump’s base is against the U.S. getting stuck in West Asia’s forever wars.
AT g0 & gads AR & qfRaw vhr & Turlt geut & $u & [@ares g

His Vice-President-elect J.D. Vance has repeatedly slammed America’s wars in the
region, particularly the 2003 Iraq invasion.

3oth 3uTeeT-fEifaa o). du A AR IARET F A7 F geut&r fHey & g, A

T J 2003 FT SH THHAT

Mr. Trump would like to focus on further strengthening America’s conventional
capabilities and bring China, its most powerful conventional rival, into the pulpit of
his foreign policy.

AT or 3R & aRaie amranst & 3R Aoqa = 3R 3me Rder dify #=
F et 1, ST 76 HARST FT FEE ATFAATEN IRIRF Gfaggdl &, AT HT dAreer|
A war with Iran would not serve this purpose.

$UT F W Yo 30 36aeT HT qfet a1gh wyam|

Second Reason

QT SR

One of Mr. Trump’s key campaign promises was to fix the cost of living crisis.
fA¥eY ¢rd & &g gamE aEl # ¥ vE A7 Shaaarae Y and F FHe F SF FIAT
If there is a larger war with Iran, which could affect energy supplies through the Strait

of Hormuz that connects the Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea, the inflationary
pressure will only get enhanced.

IiE §T F WY F3T U giaT ¢, it o affaer @ ¥ 3R aPR aF Sz
BN TASHETHET & AILIH A FaoAt Hqfel 1 Genfad T Fhell g, ot Agrehfr &t

&d1qd §¢ SITee|
For political, economic, and strategic reasons, a wider war in West Asia would not
be in the interest of a Trump administration either.

Tereifas, 3w 3R wreifas FRoN @, aftew o & s geu v geraa &
e & a1 e

Looking Ahead
3 dge §T
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But what is to be seen is whether Mr. Trump can look at the larger strategic picture
and take corrective measures to restore America’s position in West Asia.

AfhaT I8 e@ar a1 § fF Far ATex grg a2 weifasw R # 2@ @ea § 3R
AR F aRew R § Rufa # 9g@ F& & v gurrens Fa 307 d@ad §

Mr. Biden is leaving behind a broken region where Israel is going rogue with
American support.
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fATeT a5 v g¢ gU & F B W@ T T HARF F wHdA & ;Y o
A & W@ &

o Granted, America still remains the most powerful country in the region and its Arab
allies are still sticking to America’s leadership, despite many grievances.

m%aﬁﬁmyﬁmmﬁmamﬁma&rmgm%wmmw&
#§ RiFal & araeqg asf it AR & Aqea @ 3 g0 &
e Butlsrael’s unending, disproportionate wars have damaged America’s reputation.
oiftheT goTge & Jiadi, JreqaTade gaut @ AR A gfaser F JHEE ggERT B
e Worse, it has brought the region to the brink of an all-out war.
sad off gl 917 7 § 6 g0a &9 F Of geu A FAIR W ugen R B

e Mr. Trump has to be more assertive in bringing the wars in Gaza and Lebanon to an
end at the earliest if he wants to restore stability in the region.

Ife AT cru et A RRET q8Tel 31 I18d 8, A 3o¢ et 3R deerer # geur
offer waTed @ & faw sfts gear fewre gl

e If he continues the Biden policies, topped up by his own pro-Israeli impulses which
were on display during his first presidency, West Asia will fall further into chaos.

fg 7 a3 Afaat F S @A §, 3R 39 TgS FRFT A YSRId soRsd qHdH
FHE A Sisd g, d TResw ol 3R FfesF srerswar # fR s
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What Trump 2.0 means for India

GS Paper Il: India-USA ‘

ive years after Prime

Minister Narendra Modi

told a crowd in Houston,

Texas, that India had
“connected well” with Republican
candidate Donald Trump and
followed it up with “Abki Baar
Trump Sarkar (This time, a Trump
government)”, Mr. Trump has
gained the votes required to
become the U.S.’s 47th President.
Mr. Modi’s statement reflected the
bonhomie that the two leaders
shared throughout Mr. Trump’s
first tenure. But when we go
beyond personal ties to bilateral
ties, “Trump 1.0’ was a mixed bag
for India. New Delhi will no doubt
welcome Trump 2.0, even as it
braces for the impact of some of
his methods, such as using social
media to open coercion in order
to drive home a point.

Where the road will be smooth
There are several reasons for the
Modi government to be delighted
with Mr. Trump’s victory. The
President-elect has made it clear
that he intends to build on his past
history with India, which will
include building trade ties,
opening up more technology for
Indian companies, and making
more U.S. military hardware
available for Indian defence
forces. He will pick up the broken
threads of negotiations for a Free
Trade Agreement, which saw
intense negotiations in 2019-2020
before he lost power, and which
former President Joe Biden
showed no interest in continuing.
Rather than pushing India on
carbon emission cuts, Mr. Trump
is likely to encourage India to buy
into U.S. oil and LNG, along the
lines of the Memorandum of
Understanding for the Driftwood
LNG plant in Louisiana in 2019,
which would have brought $2.5
billion in investment from
Petronet India into the U.S. but
was shelved a year later.

Under Mr. Trump, India-U.S.
ties are also unlikely to face less
trouble over issues such as
democratic norms, minority
rights, press freedoms, and
human rights, which the Modi
government faced from the Biden
administration and the U.S.
Commission on International

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS

Suhasini Haidar

New Delhi’s
warm welcome
for Trump 2.0
will be
tempered by
concerns over
his social media
posts and tough
rhetoric on
trade and tariffs

Religious Freedom. Nor will they
need to worry about queries on
the treatment of climate and
human rights NGOs hit by the
Foreign (Contribution) Regulation
Act, 2010, although there may be
some questions asked by
Republican Congressmen who are
concerned about U.S. Christian
NGOs operating in India. New
Delhi will also hope that public
comments by the U.S. State
Department and Department of
Justice on the Pannun-Nijjar cases
will be more muted. While the
trial involving alleged middleman,
Nikhil Gupta, for the aborted
assassination attempt on
Khalistani activist Gurpatwant
Pannun last year
would continue,
founder of the
Republican Hindu
Coalition, Shalabh
‘Shaili’ Kumar, has
said that he expects Mr. Trump to
“crackdown” on Khalistani
groups. Moreover, Mr. Trump’s
frosty ties in the past with
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau indicate that New Delhi
would not have to worry about a
reaction from Washington over its
ongoing diplomatic war with
Ottawa over the Nijjar killing.

7\
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Potential trouble areas

So, where could the trouble come
from? The first problem is Mr.
Trump’s persistent focus on
cutting trade tariffs, which saw his
administration impose a series of
counter-tariffs, file World Trade
Organization complaints, and then
withdraw India’s GSP status for
exporters. The second is his habit
of disclosing the contents of
private conversations with leaders
and, on occasion, embellishing
them or even imagining them. For
instance, he mocked Mr. Modi on
the issue of lowering of duties on
Harley Davidson motorcycles and
badgered India to lift the ban on
Hydroxychloroquine exports,
which did not go down well in
New Delhi. This habit took a more
serious turn when it involved
other countries. In 2019, Mr.
Trump told Pakistan’s then Prime
Minister, Imran Khan, that they
could “resolve the Kashmir issue”,
and that Mr. Modi had asked him

@PATRIOTICIAS

to mediate in the matter (India
vehemently denied the assertion).
In 2020, after China transgressed
the Line of Actual Control, Mr.
Trump posted that Mr. Modi was
“not in a good mood” over the
developments; India denied that
the two leaders had spoken at all.
Diplomats, however, point out that
Mr. Trump did back India in the
conflict, ensuring that the U.S.
shared intelligence, leased drones,
and supplied winter gear for the
forces “in a manner different from
past U.S. administrations”.
Perhaps the most testing times
were during the U.Ss tensions
with Iran: in June 2018, he sent the
then United Nations envoy, Nikki
Haley, on a mission to
New Delhi to virtually
threaten India with
sanctions.
Subsequently, India
“zeroed out” its oil
imports from both Iran and
Venezuela. In some relief, New
Delhi is likely to face little pressure
now on cutting ties with Moscow,
given Mr. Trump’s interest in
engaging the Russian President.
India will also seek Mr. Trump’s
intervention in ending Israel’s war
in Gaza and Lebanon, and
reopening talks with Gulf
countries, to help revive its plans
for the India Middle East Europe
Economic Corridor.

India’s neighbours may be more
concerned about the impact of Mr.
Trump’s victory. During his last
tenure, he had cancelled most of
the U.S. aid to Pakistan. Now, the
Shahbaz Sharif government would
worry about losing U.S. support
on loans from the IMF and World
Bank as well. In Bangladesh, Chief
Advisor Muhammad Yunus, a
close friend of Democratic Party
leaders, has already run afoul of
Mr. Trump, who posted on social
media last week about Dhaka’s
failure to protect Hindu
minorities. The Biden government
had expanded its outreach in
South Asian countries, such as
Nepal, Bhutan, and the Maldives.
So, many in the region may worry
not so much about U.S. actions,
but a lack of attention from the
new administration.

suhasini_h@thehindu.co.in
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What Trump 2.0 means for India
FT 2.0 FT Rd & AT F91 AdAT g7

Trump's Re-election and India's Relations with the U.S.

€9 & BT & Tom S IR SRT F wry AT F Rea

Five years after Prime Minister Narendra Modi told a crowd in Houston, Texas, that
India had “connected well” with Republican candidate Donald Trump and followed it up
with “Abki Baar Trump Sarkar (This time, a Trump government),” Mr. Trump has
gained the votes required to become the U.S.’s 47th President.

qT FieT 916, 519 FUHAHAT g Al o ggFed, eFud # U $fis § @ver o7 & sRd
o RufeerersT 37aIcar S¥eTes €U & 1Y "3t s [Far § 3R sa% a1¢ "Jadhr arR
9 FIHR" FET AT, AT €T & AR Toeufd g9 F AT 3maegs ale ured & fav
gl

Mr. Modi’s statement reflected the bonhomie that the two leaders shared throughout Mr.
Trump’s first tenure.

AT T ST €T & Ig HIRAPIA o GRIA aledl 13T o g gferssdr bl g2Afdr g

But when we go beyond personal ties to bilateral ties, ‘Trump 1.0’ was a mixed bag for
India.

Aferet STa g cafFaera daul ¥ W gfavafir ¥aul ¥ od, & <9 1.0' ARd & fow
T At daer o

New Delhi will no doubt welcome Trump 2.0, even as it braces for the impact of some of
his methods, such as using social media to open coercion in order to drive home a
point.

s feeeh fAfRad &9 & €9 2.0 1 T@wrd e, STafe ag 3a9% Fo A & voma &
foT R g W €, SR T werer /¥ @ 3o s Rl g @ v w &
foIT ga1g STeeT|

Where the road will be smooth
el TEAT g 81
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There are several reasons for the Modi government to be delighted with Mr. Trump’s
victory.

AT TIHR I AT T & S T G A & FF FROTE |

The President-elect has made it clear that he intends to build on his past history with
India, which will include building trade ties, opening up more technology for Indian
companies, and making more U.S. military hardware available for Indian defence
forces.

TegUfa-gara o Ig TS fhar & foh a8 R & AU A9 3Hcd & sfagd
fAATOT & &1 3UeT W B, [ad saraie gaut A Asigd T, AR Fufadt &
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e He will pick up the broken threads of negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement, which
saw intense negotiations in 2019-2020 before he lost power, and which former President
Joe Biden showed no interest in continuing.

9€ T HaFd SR FASAT (FTA) 1 ST & g¢ §U arT & O 8 Y& 3T, Fa#dw
2019-2020 # ey aTcAT g% off, 369 Uge 6 g€ @@ @ ¢, IR g Isgufd S amgEa
S 30 I W # S IR A8 fw@rs o)

e Rather than pushing India on carbon emission cuts, Mr. Trump is likely to encourage
India to buy into U.S. oil and LNG, along the lines of the Memorandum of
Understanding for the Driftwood LNG plant in Louisiana in 2019, which would have
brought $2.5 billion in investment from Petronet India into the U.S. but was shelved a
year later.

P 3ol H deldl W HRT W Eald Sl & o1, 4 T -G &1 AR o
IR LNG & fAder ¥t & fAv dicanfed X @shd 8, Siem & 2019 7 oz &
f3egs LNG §39 & o q@silar wraar o1, 5 9glee sf3ar & qua & $2.5 fafeaer
faaer et arer or, AfeheT S8 U 1T §1e TART X fer )

e Under Mr. Trump, India-U.S. ties are also unlikely to face less trouble over issues such
as democratic norms, minority rights, press freedoms, and human rights, which the
Modi government faced from the Biden administration and the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom.

A TU & ded, ARG-3IARST Faal F dAlhdiiad Aldes!, Foquedd JAAHRI, 9T
FIAAAIAT 3N AFAITOFR S Heal W aEsa TUTHeT 3R F,TH. AT GaRT /iHAaT i
S AT T HHAT FHH Glel I HHTGA &

« Nor will they need to worry about queries on the treatment of climate and human rights
NGOs hit by the Foreign (Contribution) Regulation Act, 2010, although there may be

some questions asked by Republican Congressmen who are concerned about U.S.
Christian NGOs operating in India.

o & 3o¢ Serarg 3R AFAIFR vaah3t & 3uaR W &gl (@verere) Rfas
Ffafaws, 2010 GaRT gHITdd gt WX HaTell & AT el &I 3TaRThT §Hol, grellieh
o Rufeasa AWM S 0RaT & 3ARST $ur$ vashiat & Feres & da Rifad &,
Harel g% Fhd ¢l

e New Delhi will also hope that public comments by the U.S. State Department and
Department of Justice on the Pannun-Nijjar cases will be more muted.

5 feoell Tg o 3+de N & guw. T femer 3R = fasmr & gege-fAser
HAHAT W ATaoliaeh feoaforar e &l

e While the trial involving alleged middleman, Nikhil Gupta, for the aborted assassination
attempt on Khalistani activist Gurpatwant Pannun last year would continue, founder

of the Republican Hindu Coalition, Shalabh ‘Shaili’ Kumar, has said that he expects
Mr. Trump to “crackdown” on Khalistani groups.

STefeh T ATl TRl HRiehd IRUAAd ool TN &A1 & T H HAT
feratferar, faf@er aear & @erd gfieor SRy eon, Rufeasar g Hiferere & deums,
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e Moreover, Mr. Trump’s frosty ties in the past with Canadian Prime Minister Justin

Trudeau indicate that New Delhi would not have to worry about a reaction from
Washington over its ongoing diplomatic war with Ottawa over the Nijjar killing.

$H& I7cdr, A 9 & Nod AT A F18T & JuaHa FfeesT T8 & Y 33 Gy
Ig Hehdl &d & b 15 ool ol s goaT ol oY 3ierdr & &Y I T FHeaids
IS8 W afleres & yfafsar fr [iar 787 et 3ol

Potential Trouble Areas

wofad e &

e The first problem is Mr. Trump’s persistent focus on cutting trade tariffs, which saw his
administration impose a series of counter-tariffs, file World Trade Organization
complaints, and then withdraw India’s GSP status for exporters.

Jgoll THEAT AT €9 I AR ¢NE A 7 o W R eae1 Hfga a=ar &, g+
FNUT 3Adh FATHT o FIF-eRE 9T, 2T AR o &R gor Fi, 3T T
HRA & GSP feufa & foRea foran)

e The second is his habit of disclosing the contents of private conversations with leaders
and, on occasion, embellishing them or even imagining them.

O HATAT 3ThT AT & WY sl STa<a &1 A 1 qraeifee ate S 3Hed

g 3R Fof-al 3¢ Tor-ger T UY FAT IT TgT doh foh FHedall |

e For instance, he mocked Mr. Modi on the issue of lowering of duties on Harley
Davidson motorcycles and badgered India to lift the ban on Hydroxychloroquine
exports, which did not go down well in New Delhi.

3STEXVT & AT, 3egiel g1 3fswer Aeramsfel W Yoo 7 & & Hog W A A
T Folleh 33T 3R $RT ) ggFdFaRFT Fafd W gfase ge= & T gae
3T, ST A el &§ 3T FAdT |

e This habit took a more serious turn when it involved other countries. In 2019, Mr. Trump
told Pakistan’s then Prime Minister, Imran Khan, that they could “resolve the Kashmir

issue,” and that Mr. Modi had asked him to mediate in the matter (India vehemently
denied the assertion).

g 3Mcd Toh AR MR Al W a9 J3 o 587 37 St i e fohar )
2019 &, & TT & UIfhEdreT & dcplelled TTHAHS!, SANT TTT, T Fgl & T "HHR
e # 7 A TS & 3R R AN A F 37 59 A F ARy W & v
HET AT (R o §F g1d HT IARGR G )|

e In 2020, after China transgressed the Line of Actual Control, Mr. Trump posted that

Mr. Modi was “not in a good mood” over the developments; India denied that the two
leaders had spoken at all.

2020 H, 9 Hid ¥ aEafd® AIA0T I@T FT SeoweT fonar, At €T oF giee fhar fr &
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o Diplomats, however, point out that Mr. Trump did back India in the conflict, ensuring that
the U.S. shared intelligence, leased drones, and supplied winter gear for the forces
“in @ manner different from past U.S. administrations.”

glelifeh, TSTeTidehl &1 heall ¢ foh AT €0 o Fo¥ # R &1 ALY fohar, g giafRaa
T gU o AR ¥ GRFaT st e A, G ot W RT AR wdt F
MYt 1S e AR gamras & 3efer A"

e Perhaps the most testing times were during the U.S.’s tensions with Iran: in June
2018, he sent the then United Nations envoy, Nikki Haley, on a mission to New Delhi
to virtually threaten India with sanctions.

A, HIH HiSed AT IANF-Iran TG & GRIT AT: FoT 2018 H, 36l dcehlollad
TYFA g Torge, fahr gof, 1 78 oo Ao a1 aifes a5 T 1 anfdw gfaewi
q YHAST Toh|

e Subsequently, India “zeroed out” its oil imports from both Iran and Venezuela.
$HG 91, A o §U 3R AAUAT @ 39T dol ATl 1 "For T |

e In some relief, New Delhi is likely to face little pressure now on cutting ties with Moscow,
given Mr. Trump’s interest in engaging the Russian President.

TS Ugd H, 7S [Goel BT 3 ARH & Ho Hcel W HHA Gald B THAT HAT U5
TRl &, Fifh AT T o T WUl & A1 3 H 3T 7
e India will also seek Mr. Trump’s intervention in ending Israel’s war in Gaza and

Lebanon, and reopening talks with Gulf countries, to help revive its plans for the India
Middle East Europe Economic Corridor.

AN SIS & G I AT 3R ATt 7 FACH H¥et, N AMew qeif & @ arefr
T @ Y& el o AT S ST i ALTEIAT ST AN T, Al HRA-ALT q@-JAT
e ARAR & 39er A3 A BT F Y& Fohar S Fh|

e India’s neighbors may be more concerned about the impact of Mr. Trump’s victory.
During his last tenure, he had cancelled most of the U.S. aid to Pakistan.

HRA & g A1 ¢u & Sfid & 9Td A a3 R[ifad & @d g1 304 Ao
FRFI H, 3ralol qIfdEdrer ® FARNSY TgEar 1 Eg H &ar |

¢ Now, the Shahbaz Sharif government would worry about losing U.S. support on loans
from the IMF and World Bank as well.

379, ArgarsT eI PR I FTETATE 3R faeg dF O Hor W 3ANH gt @ $ir
fRiar g a&dr Bl

e In Bangladesh, Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus, a close friend of Democratic Party
leaders, has already run afoul of Mr. Trump, who posted on social media last week
about Dhaka’s failure to protect Hindu minorities.

qrTETR H, ACT FAGHR HEFAG Tofd, S SRS Il & Aar3t & Fae aa ¢,
Uge & A T A THT g g, Sl ool Fecg Alrel FSAT 9 IR A FAqGerar
& giEe fhar o, fowd g sreqweasl T T g $r TS|
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e The Biden government had expanded its outreach in South Asian countries, such as
Nepal, Bhutan, and the Maldives.

qMEST WEHR A EfRror TS e, 51 Aarer, eret 3R AT #3961 qg%r #r faEar
ThaT o)

e So, many in the region may worry not so much about U.S. actions, but a lack of
attention from the new administration.

safaT, &7 & %3 AT AN FidaEt 1 da 3d7 RfaT g & Foha, Sider &
7S UATET § €A1 T FHAY FT S|

Donald Trump sweeps the battleground States

Kamala Harris’ coalition-building falters despite a pitched campaign in the swing States

IGS Paper II: Polity: Comparison of Constitution ]

l DATA POINT |

Srinivasan Ramani

onald Trump won not just

the electoral college but

also the popular vote by
sweeping the ‘swing States’ that
were expected to feature a close
contest between him
and Kamala Harris.

While the margins
of victory for Mr.
Trump were the low-
est in the seven swing
States — Wisconsin
(about 1% point), Michigan (1.6
points), Georgia (2 points), Penn-
sylvania (2 points), North Carolina
(3 points), Nevada (5 points), and
Arizona (5 points) — the fact that
he won all of them shows the frail-
ty of Ms. Harris’ campaign and the
Democratic Party’s inability to se-
cure enough votes in these re-
gions. These numbers were as of
9:00 p.m. IST on Wednesday.

Nearly 80% of the entire adver-
tising budget spent by both parties
was concentrated in the seven
swing States. Close to $575 million
was spent on advertisements in
Pennsylvania alone by the two par-
ties, with the Democrats allocating
$300 million. They outspent the
Republicans across the seven
States, yet came up short.

As the charts show, the Republi-
cans gained almost universally
across these States (data for Neva-
da was not fully available as we
went to press), especially in the ru-
ral areas, which were already Mr.
Trump’s bastions in 2016 and
2020. Ms. Harris made some gains
in the urban Atlanta area in Geor-
gia and in some other urban parts
of Michigan, but her inability to
compete in the rural and suburban
areas to the extent that Joe Biden
did in 2020 led to her undoing.

The seven swing States were not
uniform in terms of demography
and topography. Those in the mid-

AMERICA

VOTES

West (Michigan, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin) have a white-dominat-
ed electorate, with a sizeable
working class population and a
good number of college-educated
white people. This is where there
has been deindustrialisation and
urban decay (‘Rust Belt’).

Arizona and Nevada have a sig-
nificant minority population, with
a high number of His-
panics relative to the
rest of the country,
while Georgia and
North Carolina have a
higher proportion of
African American vo-
ters besides a higher number of re-
ligiously motivated voters. That
Ms. Harris could not translate her
generic advantages across the
aforementioned ‘Blue Wall’ Rust
Belt States or the other tropical/
warmer and economically surging
‘Sun Belt’ suggests that the coali-
tion her campaign expected to
stitch for her did not add up suffi-
ciently. With working-class voters
judging the Biden administration
harshly on its handling of the eco-
nomy, Mr. Trump seems to have
benefited from a section of their
support, as he did in 2016.

Hispanics voted in larger num-
bers for Mr. Trump, as per exit
polls. Reuters reported a 13% point
increase in Hispanic support for
Mr. Trump compared to 2020.
While Ms. Harris got higher sup-
port among women, that was not
enough to bridge the gap in terms
of male support for Mr. Trump
across the swing States either.

Ms. Harris lost the popular vote
in Dearborn, the city in Michigan
with the largest Arab-American
population in the U.S., 31%-46.7%
to Mr. Trump (unofficial results by
the city’s administration). That her
party’s base was fractured over the
Gaza issue was evident in exit polls
in Michigan which showed that
four out of 10 who believed that
the U.S.'s support for Israel was too
strong endorsed Mr. Trump.

Swings in the swing States

Data from counties in the battleground States show Donald Trump gaining a lot of ground since the 2020 presidential polls

Ared bump for Trump: We look at the swing in vote shares” for Trump (in red arrows) and Kamala Harris compared to
the 2020 presidential elections in counties across swing States. The larger the arrow, the higher the vote share increase
for the candidate. For e.g. a blue arrow == pointing left corresponds to an increase in vote share for Democrats (for
Harris) compared to what Joe Biden garnered in the 2020 elections. And a red arrow === pointing right does the
same for Trump. Only those counties were considered where the votes counted were more than 95% of the registered
electorate. Data were sourced from AP/ The New York Times.

Blue Wall, Rust Belt States - Wisconsin, Michigan, Pennsylvani

Wisconsin Pennsylvania

Nevada

Data for counties that had completed/ nearly
completed counting in Arizona were not yet
available as we went to press. This is becouse
the State allows mail ballots, which can take
days to count in full,
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Donald Trump sweeps the battleground States

Sldles ¢FY of ¥ & Hamel ard Tsdt & Sl gifder $r

Kamala Harris’ coalition-building falters despite a pitched campaign
in the swing States

FHAAT eRE FT Teate faAfor Faer w2t 7 SiReR 3I= F @@
aSST TET ¢

Donald Trump's Victory in the Swing States
Rger =AY # Sares €q A ST

e Donald Trump won not just the electoral college but also the popular vote by
sweeping the ‘swing States’ that were expected to feature a close contest between him

and Kamala Harris. 8168 T o 7 shdd SAFEel Flolol siodh alh g are o sia,
‘g =AY 7 e urea T, a8 3998 3R Faem 2RI & fa w2 gfawaet g
Fr 3FAE A

e The margins of victory for Mr. Trump were the lowest in the seven swing States:
Wisconsin (about 1% point), Michigan (1.6 points), Georgia (2 points),
Pennsylvania (2 points), North Carolina (3 points), Nevada (5 points), and Arizona

(5 points). #T €T &I SN & AlfolT A [Tger Tar A Ta8 FA I BeEpiiea
(T 1% warse), AR (1.6 wagew), AT (2 waged), Iafeafaar (2 waged),
At FAfAT (3 Cargew), dAamEr (5 waEed), IR TRAET (5 @ged)|

e The fact that he won all of them shows the frailty of Ms. Harris’ campaign and the
Democratic Party’s inability to secure enough votes in these regions. d2F 3§ ¢ &

3egial 31 T T=Ar | S i &1, St f6 Ms. Harris & 31f@amer i Fa=i) 3R
sAYhfes ardt Y ImaAdar A gl § 6 9 =1 &= 7 gAied de FE Ser Hahl

« These numbers were as of 9:00 p.m. IST on Wednesday. ¥ 3fis3 §UaR &I 9:00 &
IST d & |

Advertising Budget in Swing States
g u=at & faaua sere
e Nearly 80% of the entire advertising budget spent by both parties was concentrated in
the seven swing States. =il TIféAT SaRT @ AT I1AT 97T 80% qU FasATIeT Tare
3T AT Feaer U=t 7 SHfga |
e Close to $575 million was spent on advertisements in Pennsylvania alone by the two
parties, with the Democrats allocating $300 million. Fad dAfAadfAAT 7 1A TIfear oF
Fg $575 fAfews Aauar W @ forw, S SAhed o $300 fAfawst smafead o)
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The Democrats outspent the Republicans across the seven States, yet came up short.

AT o 31 AT Todl & Rufcelsed &I fada @ & d over, i off 3 waea
dle e F R @

Republican Gains in Swing States

faar st & Rufeasa & gefer

The Republicans gained almost universally across these States (data for Nevada was
not fully available as we went to press), especially in the rural areas, which were

already Mr. Trump’s bastions in 2016 and 2020. RafseereT o1 o1 Al H TIHIT &
Stag faea gred i (AQreT Sl G THE @ IUSSY gl AT Sfd §H UH H ),
Y T & greior &= 7, S gger & 2016 3R 2020 F &Y €U & IS A

Ms. Harris made some gains in the urban Atlanta area in Georgia and in some other
urban parts of Michigan, but her inability to compete in the rural and suburban areas

to the extent that Joe Biden did in 2020 led to her undoing. Ms. Harris & STfoiaT & ergd
redrer &7 3R AR & Fo 37 aedt REAi A $o yerfa &, Afea gg aefior 3R
IR 4 H 2020 H A amge oo gfaeqef =g FT a1g, oEd 37 &R g3l

Demography and Topography of Swing States
feaar oAt #1 Fewifeadh i Fyampfa
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The seven swing States were not uniform in terms of demography and topography.
ATl G T STAAiieg=h AR Taarpfa & Aee § A= 781 I

Those in the Midwest (Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin) have a white-
dominated electorate, with a sizeable working-class population and a good number

of college-educated white people. @zave # yad v=w (fAfReE, Wafeafaa, sk
Repifead) 7 QAd-TeeT AT &, 53 e 937 FHSET g97 3R 3= g &
Flool-RAIAT edd ahr enfAe g

This is where there has been deindustrialisation and urban decay (‘Rust Belt’). J&r

qg TUT & STET TAuesThr) SEAeTehor 3R edl 3raafa (‘e 92 ) §317 &




www.patriotici

Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Why did SC uphold U.P. madrasa Act?

How do madrasas operate? Why did the Allahabad High Court strike down the law? What were the top court’ findings? What are the potential consequences of
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The story so far:
he Supreme Court on
November 5, 2024, upheld the
constitutional validity of the
Uttar Pradesh Board of
Madarsa Education Act, 2004, with
exceptions. The top court set aside the
Allahabad High Court’s decision, which
had deemed the 2004 Act to be in breach
of the principles of secularism. However,
inits ruling, a three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud, contended that provisions
allowing the madrasa board to award
higher degrees such as Kamil
(undergraduate studies) and Fazil
(postgraduate studies) contravened the
University Grants Commission (UGC) Act,
1956. rendering it unconstitutional.

How do madrasas operate?

The Arabic word “madrasah™ denotes an
educational institution. The madrasa
system has been in existence since the era
of the Delhi Sultanate, receiving
patronage from the Khilji and Tughlaq
dynasties. Over time, it evolved into a
distinct education system providing
religious and secular learning. Notable
figures such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Rajendra Prasad, and Premchand are
believed to have gained their foundational
knowledge from madrasas and their
teachers, known as maulvis.

The bulk of the funding for madrasas
comes from the respective State
governments. In 1993, the PV. Narasimha
Rao government recognised the necessity
i ting modern education into

4 resulting in the 2009 Scheme
for Providing Quality Education in
Madrasas (SPQEM).

According to data presented by the
Union government in Parliament on
February 3, 2020, India has 24,010
madrasas, with around 60% —
approximately 14,400 - located in Uttar
Pradesh. These include 11,621 recognised
and 2,907 unrecognised madrasas. The
2004 Act was enacted to regulate these
madrasas with respect to curriculum,
standard of education, conduct of
examinations, and qualifications for
teaching. It also established the Uttar
Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education,
predominantly comprising members
from the Muslim community. Under
Section 9 of the Act, the Board is
responsible for preparing course material,
granting degrees, and conducting
examinations.

What was the case?

A single judge of the Allahabad High
Court on October 23, 2019, while hearing
a petition filed by Mohammed Javed,
expressed doubt regarding the validity of
the 2004 Act.

Mr. Javed was appointed as a part-time
assistant teacher in 2011 for the primary
section of Madarsa Nisarul Uloom
Shahzadpur, Akbarpur Post Office,
District Ambedkar Nagar on a fixed salary
of 4,000 per month, subject to an 8%
annual increment. He approached the
High Court, arguing that he should
receive a salary equivalent to that of
regular teachers.

He also ¢ ded that

the ruling on the Centress funding for madras

Shaping future: Students at a madrasa in Azad Nagar dera village of Uttar Pradesh's Unnao District. R V MOORTHY

belonging to any religion, who are
exponent in the fields for the purposes of
which the board is constituted...?”.

Meanwhile, lawyer Anshuman Singh
Rathore filed a public interest Litigation
(PIL) petition in the High Court
challenging the validity of the 2004 Act
on the ground that it violated secularism
as well as Articles 14 (equality before law),
15 (which forbids discrimination) and 21A
(right to education) of the Constitution.
The larger Bench accordingly framed the
question of law for adjudication as -~
“Whether the provisions of the Madarsa
Act stand the test of secularism, which
forms a part of the basic structure of the
Constitution of India?” The impugned
verdict was jointly pronounced on all
such pleas.

Why did the High Court strike down
the law?

After examining the curriculum taught in
the madrasas, a Bench comprising
Justices Subhash Vidyarthi and Vivek
Chaudhary observed that the education
imparted in these institutions is “neither
quality nor universal in nature” and that
“the State has no power to create a Board
for religious education or to establish a
Board for school education only for a
particular religion and philosophy
associated with it

It thus concluded that the 2004 Act
violated secularism and that the
government could not “discriminate” by
imparting education based on religious
affiliation.

The judges further noted that while
“Islamic studies” is mandatory in all
madrasas, essential modern subjects such
as English, Mathematics, Science, and
Social Sciences are either excluded or
made optional. This, they reasoned,
undermines the State’s constitutional
obligation under Article 21A to ensure
“quality” education for all children aged
six to fourteen.

to madrasas should be regulated by the
State government, the Madarsa Shiksha
Parishad, and the district minority
welfare officer.

While referring the matter to a larger
Bench, the judge observed, “With a
secular Constitution in India, can persons
of a particular religion be appointed or
nominated in a board for education
purposes or should it be persons

I that “higher education” is
a field reserved under Entry 66 of the
Union List of the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution, the High Court further
asserted that the State government lacks
the competence to legislate on such
matters. It accordingly ordered that
students enrolled in madrasas be
promptly accommodated in regular
schools recognised by the State
government.
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What was NCPCR’s response?

The National Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR), the top child
rights protection body in the country, told
the top court that madrasas are
“unsuitable or unfit” places for children
to receive “proper education”. It also
flagged concerns related to the
curriculum, teachers’ eligibility, opaque
funding, and violation of land laws to
assert that such institutions fail to provide
a “holistic environment” to children.

In June, the child rights body issued a
series of directives urging the Chief
Secretaries of all States and Union
Territories to withdraw recognition of
government-aided madrasas that do not
comply with the Right to Education Act,
2005. Subsequently, the Chief Secretary
of Uttar Pradesh directed District
Collectors to examine madrasas that had
enrolled non-Muslim students and ensure
their immediate transfer to recognised
schools. On August 28, the Tripura
government issued a similar directive.

The Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind, an
organisation of Muslim clerics,
consequently challenged these directives
in the Supreme Court contending that
such measures encroached upon the
rights of religious minorities to establish
and manage their educational institutions
under Article 30 of the Constitution.
Accordingly, the court directed the
concerned authorities to refrain from
implementing these directives until the
matter was conclusively adjudicated.

What did the Supreme Court finally
decide?
Dismissing the High Court’s finding that
the 2004 Act violated secularism, the
Chief Justice underscored that any such
purported infraction should be traced to
an express provision of the Constitution
and cannot simply be invalidated by
making a blanket statement that it
contravened the Basic Structure. “The
reason is that concepts such as
democracy, fe ism, and secularism
are undefined concepts. Allowing courts
to strike down legislation for the violation
of such concepts will introduce an
element of uncertainty in our
constitutional adjudication,” he reasoned.
The court further opined that the State
must strike a delicate balance between
maintaining quality education and

respecting the autonomy of minority

@PATRIOTICIAS

education institutions. It underscored
that the 2004 Act ought to be construed
to be in consonance with Article 21A “to
ensure that religious minority institutions
impart secular education of a requisite
standard without destroying the minority
character”. However, the Chief Justice
cautioned that in accordance with Article
28(3) of the Constitution, a student
attending a minority institution
recognised by the State or receiving aid
out of public funds should not be
compelled to take part in religious
instruction or forced to attend religious
worship.

The unanimous verdict further noted
that while madrasas offer religious
instruction, their primary objective is to
impart education, thereby bringing them
within the fold of Entry 25 of the
Concurrent List.

“The mere fact that the education
sought to be regulated includes some
religious teaching or instruction does not
push a legislation outside the legislative
competence of a State,” the judges
asserted.

However, the court invalidated
provisions of the 2024 Act that allowed
the issuance of higher educational
degrees, emphasising that such degrees
are exclusively regulated by the UGC Act
and thus lie beyond the legislative
competence of the State legislature.
Nonetheless, it clarified that this does not
necessitate the annulment of the entire
statute, as doing so would be akin to
“throwing the baby out with the
bathwater.”

What are the implications?

The verdict sets an important precedent
for balancing essential state oversight
with the protection of minority rights. By
affirming the 2024 Act’s primary aim of
imparting quality education, the court
reinforces a nuanced approach to
secularism that embraces diversity within
India’s education system. Iftikhar Ahmed
Javed, Chairman of the Uttar Pradesh
Board of Madrasa Education, earlier told
Reuters that dismantling madrasas would
adversely impact 2.7 million students and
10,000 teachers in Uttar Pradesh alone.
Additionally, the ruling may prompt the
Centre to reconsider its substantial budget
cuts for madrasa funding, which dropped
from %10 crore in 2023-24 to X2 crore in
2024-25.

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Court upheld the
constitutionality of the Uttar
Pradesh Board of Madarsa
Education Act, 2004, except for
its provisions allowing the
Board to award higher degrees.

v

The court emphasised the
need for the State to balance
quality education with the
autonomy of minority
institutions, advocating for
madrasas to provide a
standard secular education
while respecting their religious
character.

v

The court asserted that State
regulation of madrasas, even
with religious instruction, is
valid as long as it does not
breach legislative competence
or overstep minority rights.
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Why did SC uphold U.P. madrasa Act?
AIA I A 3 e FAeIwl AAAIA 1 FT R

Igr?

How do madrasas operate? Why did the Allahabad High Court strike
down the law? What were the top court’s findings? What are the
potential consequences of the ruling on the Centre’s funding for
madrasas?

AW HF FEIfod §Q 2 SAEETG 3TT AR A FT F FA TG
X far? o sered & fsey 1 92 AgTEl & v $g F Rmdivor
W bua & wafaa aRome F4r 87

Supreme Court's Ruling on the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004
I Yo #exa few sfafaer, 2004 w gle FE 1 Aoy

e On November 5, 2024, the Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of the
Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004, with exceptions.

5 daaY 2024 T, FHHA FIE A 3w g Fewar Ran qffawsm, 2004 #r afgeniaes

JeTaT FT UGSl F Y TR IW@T|

e The top court set aside the Allahabad High Court’s decision, which had deemed the
2004 Act to be in breach of the principles of secularism.

MY 37eTaId A SAEEIE 3TT AR—TAT & 0T FI @RSt FT f&ar ar, 5@ 2004 F
yfafAgr w yAfaTdarar & fAeuial &1 Ieeded AT T AT

e However, inits ruling, a three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud, contended that provisions allowing the madrasa board to award higher
degrees such as Kamil (undergraduate studies) and Fazil (postgraduate studies)
contravened the University Grants Commission (UGC) Act, 1956, rendering it
unconstitutional.

glelifeh, T hifel A, (R F FAET ArATeier a1, dggg S egerar d i
Tty i fis 7 I8 ao fGar fe Acwar 9% o wifds (Tas 3eggd) AR wifsre
(SRR 31eaTeT) S 3w f3far &ot 1 At ot arel wraernT farafagamers
e AT (UGC) arfafasr, 1956 & faudia §, forad Ig srwdwnfass g srar gl

How do madrasas operate?

HAeIHT T T F4 Qar 272

e The Arabic word "madrasah" denotes an educational institution.

I e "AGHT U Afdd JTATT F Gefdia war gl
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o The madrasa system has been in existence since the era of the Delhi Sultanate,
receiving patronage from the Khilji and Tughlaq dynasties.

HHT GoTTell el Feardwerd & Jo1 & 3iedcd & W 8, [ [@erslt 3R goreres it &
HTETOT YTed E3T|

e Overtime, it evolved into a distinct education system providing religious and secular
learning.

W%Hﬁ,%@%%mﬁr%mﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂﬁmw
e fATdeT A8 Yo T &

* Notable figures such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Rajendra Prasad, and Premchand are
believed to have gained their foundational knowledge from madrasas and their teachers,
known as maulvis.

gflicy safddea S TSI TH Alga T, Tels TH01G, 3R GH7TG 1 AT § 6 3gia
3el gRAAIET e FHegam AR 3ot RIetent, [ AterdY svgr Sirar &, @ 9o |

e The bulk of the funding for madrasas comes from the respective State governments.
Fexar & forw e Aauiver Geftd Is9 SI6RT & 37T &l

e In 1993, the P.V. Narasimha Rao government recognised the necessity of integrating
modern education into madrasas, resulting in the 2009 Scheme for Providing Quality
Education in Madrasas (SPQEM).

1993 #, dr.dl. RRAFET TT WHR o ARHAT H 3MYfAch AT Fr Tehrped A T
HIERIHAT I YT, [ IRUMAFTET 2009 H #AIET 7 I[oraar RAeT vore = F
forT A= (SPQEM) & Hr S|

e According to data presented by the Union government in Parliament on February 3,

2020, India has 24,010 madrasas, with around 60% — approximately 14,400 —
located in Uttar Pradesh.

¢ TIFR GgRT 3 B 2020 &I §HE H T Hihs! & AR, #R H 24,010 ASIH
g, TOTH @ SIeTHIT 60% — STTHT 14,400 — 3T 9T H &g g

e These include 11,621 recognised and 2,907 unrecognised madrasas.
o1 11,621 AFIAT 9o 3R 2,907 AYATOTT #HeId i g1

e The 2004 Act was enacted to regulate these madrasas with respect to curriculum,
standard of education, conduct of examinations, and qualifications for teaching.

2004 F1 3T 37 AT H ISTHA, N7 & AIF, Them F FaTere, 3R Ragor
& AT deganit & e & [T & & o samr T an

e |t also established the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education, predominantly
comprising members from the Muslim community.

SH 3T YoRor AeIHT e A A ofr wure &, fSaA ifteer geey AREw wHe
a gl

e Under Section 9 of the Act, the Board is responsible for preparing course material,
granting degrees, and conducting examinations.

FrfATd HTURT 9% dgd, 9IS TIHFA A IR e, B e 3R whame
AT X & o FFAgR g
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What was the case?
HATHCT FIT 41?

A single judge of the Allahabad High Court on October 23, 2019, while hearing a
petition filed by Mohammed Javed, expressed doubt regarding the validity of the 2004
Act.

23 &g 2019 FI, FATEIETG 3 FAATAT & Uehol AT o AIgFAE TG SaNT
WW@WW@TZOM%@W@W@&M qeg oed
fopam|

Mr. Javed was appointed as a part-time assistant teacher in 2011 for the primary
section of Madarsa Nisarul Uloom Shahzadpur, Akbarpur Post Office, District
Ambedkar Nagar on a fixed salary of 4,000 per month, subject to an 8% annual
increment.

A JraE T 2011 A AGIH FAART ITH ARG, FHFIRYT e Hifpw, e siasaww
TR & YA @3 A v IrHfad gerdw fUeTE & ®9 A fogerd o arn o,
o a# 34,000 wfer #A16 &1 AT ddeT T, foraq# 8% s gefer amider oy

He approached the High Court, arguing that he should receive a salary equivalent to
that of regular teachers.

ﬁﬁmmﬂﬁﬁ%m%aﬁ:mﬁgﬁ:ﬁﬁaﬁafﬂaﬁ%m
adaT fAoeT Tifew o

Why did the High Court strike down the law?
Il 3T TG A ol B ©g fHar?
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The High Court observed that appointments to madrasas should be regulated by the
State government, the Madarsa Shiksha Parishad, and the district minority welfare
officer.

39w A ol foh #Aewdl # fagfad Tow wieR, Aexar e aftwg 3k S
HeTHETH Fed1orT HHER carr FHIFd i S =gl
Referring the matter to a larger Bench, the judge questioned whether persons of a

particular religion could be appointed in an educational board or should it be persons
from any religion who are experts in the field.

HHS I Uh a3 o & I Fefd FXd U ~eRr A Jg Farel fhar % Far Rl
Ay ot & cafeaat & Rem 5 & Fged far s aohar g, ar #ar g A ot et

& cOfad gl dIfeq, S 39 &7 # faewst gl

Lawyer Anshuman Singh Rathore filed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) challenging
the validity of the 2004 Act, arguing it violated secularism, Articles 14 (equality before
law), 15 (forbids discrimination), and 21A (right to education) of the Constitution.

g AT g Tk A 2004 s & duar # Al & F AT v Fwka
TR (PIL) g 1, 50 37gia Fer & e wetfadaran, @faue & 3rfeoq 14

(T & FHET HAAAN), 15 (AGHTT W Ueh) 3R 21A (RA&T &7 HSHR) & Seotel
T B
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The larger Bench framed the question of law: "Whether the provisions of the Madarsa
Act stand the test of secularism, which forms a part of the basic structure of the
Constitution of India?"

981 W6 o FleleT T FaTel T Tohan: "oFar AeTaT Afafas o graur eeifacdarar o
HEIE W W IRA §, 51 ARAT HIGUTT HT F{eT W= 1 GEar g2

The Court concluded that the 2004 Act violated secularism and that the government
cannot discriminate by imparting education based on religious affiliation.

ST o sy ferer & 2004 sfafaas tsifoardetar &1 Seood aar § 3R
TWHR 41ffiF Fagudr & HYUR W RAGT Y& wich AGHTT 8T X Hehell|

The judges observed that "Islamic studies" is mandatory in all madrasas, while
essential modern subjects like English, Mathematics, Science, and Social Sciences
are excluded or optional.

AT A ST 6 gEafAe ey Wl Fewd! # A g, Safd 3naeas
myfash fawe S 3l aifora, e ik wrnfars e o ar o srex fohar o &
AT dehfeudh FIrm I &

The Court noted that this undermines the State’s constitutional obligation under Article
21A to ensure "quality" education for all children aged six to fourteen.

AT & el foh Tg Tog &1 @iaenfared [SeEAeil & S T §, S 3regeda
21A & TEd @8l sl & T "Iporaar RIeT ARG e 1 Jaee g

The judges emphasized that "higher education” is a field reserved under Entry 66 of
the Union List of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, and thus, the State
government lacks the competence to legislate on such matters.

S A SR e 6 3T Ruem v var & § S SiUre & Arad et & §Y
Tl F Ao 66 & dBd HRTEA g, 3N 38 YR, TsT THR H 38 e & AHA
TR FIeeT TFollod hY &THCT TET &

The Court ordered that students enrolled in madrasas should be promptly
accommodated in regular schools recognized by the State government.

AT o 3G far & #Aexar & AAiford oEr &t o € TsF 8W&R ganT
AT grod FAAfAT Tl & TUER fohar Simw|

NCPCR’s Response
TR S gfafsar
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The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), the top child
rights protection body in the country, told the top court that madrasas are “unsuitable
or unfit” places for children to receive “proper education.”

USET a1e ATAFR FRETOT 3T (CTHd3R), S &er &7 9og@ arel 3R JRam
T §, & 3o ~ArerT @ Fgl o Aewd gl & U ‘AT A7 IIgFT T g,
gl 3o¢ ‘3R framw a8 e Fahd

It also flagged concerns related to the curriculum, teachers’ eligibility, opaque

funding, and violation of land laws to assert that such institutions fail to provide a
“holistic environment” to children.
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ST UTeawH, fRIaTE! I 9T, IFASE U FT Y4GTE, 3N HA FET F IoduaT 4
Hafd RIAIT 3o75, 78 Fgd gV foh 0O HEA STOl F WHAT ACAEIOT Tl A H
A% @ ¢l

In June, the child rights body issued a series of directives urging the Chief Secretaries

of all States and Union Territories to withdraw recognition of government-aided
madrasas that do not comply with the Right to Education Act, 2005.

ST H, a7 ISR TET0T e 7 | Ue AR e anfa wet & e wlREt e
e & sfFR sfafawe, 2005 & e & & I G FHRT FEIAT e

FELHET T AIAT I a9H o F fAU v AHgen fAder S v

Subsequently, the Chief Secretary of Uttar Pradesh directed District Collectors to
examine madrasas that had enrolled non-Muslim students and ensure their immediate
transfer to recognised schools.

$HE 91, IUR YU & HET Wia o forem Felgedi #1 30 ATdl i S el & fav
fAéfRa frar, Segier -agfeasr ol @1 dwifed famar ar ik 3qedr cafia aegar
yIed Tl H TAHAROT ARG it & T wvegr|

On August 28, the Tripura government issued a similar directive.

28 39TFd T PG WEFR o1 SH e & T Ager sy B

The Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind, an organisation of Muslim clerics, consequently challenged
these directives in the Supreme Court, contending that such measures encroached
upon the rights of religious minorities to establish and manage their educational
institutions under Article 30 of the Constitution.

$8h IRUMATTRY, HEH L3 HT Fiool ARIT FAAT-C-g 1 51 fdat =
gller FEH LA &), Ig dF R gU F I 397 Ffaume & Iwefede 30 & g
TS HeUTETR HI 3o1eh AfaTd AT TR e 3R 96T R F AFR
T Sooge A gl

Accordingly, the court directed the concerned authorities to refrain from implementing
these directives until the matter was conclusively adjudicated.

3 ST o eted Rt w1 AT fhar 6 S g% sa aeer @ v sifas
o 7 & e, 3 5 AR Al R F WS F

What did the Supreme Court finally decide?
ol FE A IR F41 faotyr for?
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Dismissing the High Court’s finding that the 2004 Act violated secularism, the Chief
Justice underscored that any such purported infraction should be traced to an express
provision of the Constitution and cannot simply be invalidated by making a blanket
statement that it contravened the Basic Structure.

mmm%svﬁw&aﬁummgc%zommﬁwﬁaﬁmmw
Sooits T, &g ~araEier o el foh el off AT Secios @l @faurT & Fse
QYT ¥ ST S AT 3R 38 hdd T Fghd Y FAdT SeIAT ST ohaT o I
A GIGAT T 3ecitel Tl ol
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e “The reason is that concepts such as democracy, federalism, and secularism are
undefined concepts. Allowing courts to strike down legislation for the violation of such
concepts will introduce an element of uncertainty in our constitutional adjudication,” he
reasoned.

“HROT Tg § T A, TuamE, 3R adfadsrar S Reyia aRkeia 781 &1 s
Actridl & Secite & [T ST T Flofel TEg e AT AT &l FAN
#@feenfas ol & 3i@Ragar &1 acg g g, 3=gia FHSmTI

e The court further opined that the State must strike a delicate balance between
maintaining quality education and respecting the autonomy of minority education
institutions.

T oI5 & T & 6 ToT A 0F Wfad Fqae TG Fa1 g it

J[oTarT RIET §10 3@ gm NMerF U= T QAT T GFATT HIAT 8

e It underscored that the 2004 Act ought to be construed to be in consonance with Article
21A “to ensure that religious minority institutions impart secular education of a requisite
standard without destroying the minority character.”

=TT & SR e 7o 2004 afafaras &f sreqede 21A & 38T FHST ST A1fgT
“Tg GIART 1 & AT & a1ffier srcudeas TEu avdes Alih H gafazger
fraT yerer Y T Sreuaeys aia & ase fhu)”

e However, the Chief Justice cautioned that in accordance with Article 28(3) of the
Constitution, a student attending a minority institution recognised by the State or
receiving aid out of public funds should not be compelled to take part in religious
instruction or forced to attend religious worship.

glelifeh, AET FATTLN o Adraen & fo WA & 3refed 28(3) & (AR, T @N
HAIAT YT AT JTdolieleh 97 F rIdl Ired fhdl 3cqdeds TTATH H Yool drel
o H uiffis R A o1 o & AT Aol =g foham S =nfge ar arfds qen d
HIET A & T ga1d AT STell ST @1fgul

e The unanimous verdict further noted that while madrasas offer religious instruction,
their primary objective is to impart education, thereby bringing them within the fold of
Entry 25 of the Concurrent List.

ThAd e H Ig o et 11 fh STafeh AeId enfdw Ryaw vew axc §, 37 ge
3622 T g 4T €, 39 THR 3o% Wit i eAad! g F segeda 25F d6d

ST ST &

e “The mere fact that the education sought to be regulated includes some religious
teaching or instruction does not push a legislation outside the legislative competence of
a State,” the judges asserted.

~RIEfcl o e, “hael Tg a2 & RIT S AT 1 o W@ § 308 Fo aifds
Rrame a1 Fer anfae & a8 Rt oo fr AU evqar ¥ ae JdT Farl”

e However, the court invalidated provisions of the 2024 Act that allowed the issuance of
higher educational degrees, emphasising that such degrees are exclusively regulated
by the UGC Act and thus lie beyond the legislative competence of the State legislature.

gTelifh, =amaTerT o 2024 FfAATA & 37 IaU=T A AT R AT AT I AfdE
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Rffat s it 1 HegAfa 4 A, 7€ e gu 6 oA BIAT Sae g sftfaws
garT afAa g § 3R 50 TR Tsw Rurerwsm f R aHar ¥ 9w §

+ Nonetheless, it clarified that this does not necessitate the annulment of the entire
statute, as doing so would be akin to “throwing the baby out with the bathwater.”

gleliteh, =AMTelT & Ig TS T b S@E WFQUT Flefet T oA &l ITaeTenalr &0
g, Fifh 0T T ‘AR & 9T a1 [Aereret ST glem|”

What are the implications?
R FIAT IHTT 82

e The verdict sets an important precedent for balancing essential state oversight with
the protection of minority rights.

el T #r fAoRmed 3R sreqweas HAFRI $T GRaT & € vh Ageaqul AR
T HLT gl

o By affirming the 2024 Act’s primary aim of imparting quality education, the court
reinforces a nuanced approach to secularism that embraces diversity within India’s
education system.

PM-Vidyalaxmi
scheme for higher
education gets nod

IGS Paper II: Government Scheme |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday
approved a new Central
Sector scheme, PM Vidya-
laxmi, which seeks to pro-
vide financial support to
meritorious students in
their pursuit of higher
education.

Under the scheme, a
student who secures ad-
mission in any of the top
860 Quality Higher Educa-
tion Institutions (QHEIs),
both government and priv-
ate, will be eligible to get
collateral-free, guarantor-

free loan from banks and fi-
nancial institutions to cov-
er full amount of tuition
fees and other expenses re-
lated to the course. The
scheme will potentially
cover 22 lakh students, a
Ministry of Education spo-
kesperson said.

Under the scheme, for
loans up to 7.5 lakh, the
student will receive a cre-
dit guarantee of 75%, ena-
bling banks to extend edu-
cation loans to students.

“An outlay of 3,600
crore has been made dur-
ing 2024-25 t0 2030-31, and
7 lakh fresh students are
expected to get the bene-
fit,” the Ministry added.

PM-Vidyalaxmi scheme for
higher education gets nod

3=d A8 & faw divA-
RgaTeret Ao F AH el

PM Vidyalaxmi Scheme Approved by Union Cabinet
W #fFsT garr yueES Rgared deer f
Y

o

. On Wednesday, the Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved a new Central
Sector scheme, PM Vidyalaxmi, which seeks to provide
financial support to meritorious students in their
pursuit of higher education.

TUAR T TTTHAT g AT h HeFeTdr H G
FfFFsH o R Rgare#t dvser w1 A 4,
oo 3c¢ea 3T R AT 3R 3EER AYTE BTET Hr

e Feradr uere e B
. Under the scheme, a student who secures

admission in any of the top 860 Quality Higher Education Institutions (QHEIs), both
government and private, will be eligible to get collateral-free, guarantor-free loan
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from banks and financial institutions to cover full amount of tuition fees and other
expenses related to the course.

AT F e, HIS o BT ST 860 o oraar 3= e FEYET (QHEIS), T8 FIHRY
g a7 fash, 7 yaer ured ar g, 98 o R wafer a7 IRex & d% 3R e awamEt
T KT UICT el T UTF BIM, dlieh qredshdr 1 qoT dftvew e 3R 3 @t
Ha¥ ThaT ST TS|

e The scheme will potentially cover 22 lakh students, a Ministry of Education
spokesperson said.

A& HATT & JaFar & AN, T§ Alofell FAIT T F 22 AT ST ! Al Han|

e Under the scheme, for loans up to ¥7.5 lakh, the student will receive a credit guarantee
of 75%, enabling banks to extend education loans to students.

QST & dgd, T7.5 A& dh & HKUT & [T ST A 75% FT HieT TRE Fol9m, 5o

St @ BET B AT KT YeTT A H FErIdr Aol

e “An outlay of 3,600 crore has been made during 2024-25 to 2030-31, and 7 lakh fresh
students are expected to get the benefit,” the Ministry added.

"2024-25 & 2030-31 F GRIeT ¥3,600 FAS T WA fhaT AT §, 3R 7 @ AT SHEl
Pl SHPT ATH fHelT T GHGT §," HATAT o ST
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Autonomous surface
vessel completes
1,500-km voyage

The Hindu Bureau

[PCS |

An autonomous surface
vessel built by Sagar De-
fence Engineering has
completed a 1,500-km
voyage from Mumbai to
Thoothukudi without hu-
man intervention, in an en-
deavour supported by the
Indian Navy.

“This  first-of-its-kind
journey highlights India’s
growing expertise in auto-
nomous maritime technol-
ogy and establishes a sig-
nificant milestone in
developing cutting-edge,
unmanned systems for na-
tional security,” the com-
pany said in a statement on
Wednesday. It is supported
by the Indian Navy’s Naval
Innovation and Indigenisa-
tion Organisation (NIIO),
the Technology Develop-
ment Acceleration Cell
(TDAC), and the Innova-
tions for Defence Excel-
lence (iDEX) initiative un-
der the Defence
Innovation Organisation
(DIO).

The Sagarmala Parikra-
ma journey was virtually
flagged off by Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh on Oc-
tober 29 during Swavlam-
ban, the annual event of
NIIO.

The project’s success
was made possible by the
guidance and expertise
provided by the Indian Na-

The vessel completed its
voyage without humans.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

vy, including access to test-
ing facilities and operation-
al feedback, the company
said. “The Sagarmala Pa-
rikrama’s success demon-
strates India’s ability to
build autonomous mari-
time systems indigenously,
which is critical to our na-
tional security. This jour-
ney is a testament to the
power of innovation, part-
nership, and our vision for
Aatmanirbharta in defence
technology,” stated Cap-
tain Nikunj Parashar, CEO
of Sagar Defence
Engineering.

The Sagarmala Parikra-
ma aligns with global ad-
vancements in autono-
mous surface and
underwater systems, the
company stated.

This historic milestone
paves the way for future
deployment of autono-
mous vessels in critical sea
lanes, coastal surveillance,
and anti-piracy operations.
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Autonomous surface vessel
completes 1,500-km voyage

AT dar SAgrer & 1,500
eI &1 I it #r

Autonomous Surface Vessel Completes 1,500
km Voyage

AR Wl 9T A 1,500 fraAT Y I O A

. An autonomous surface vessel built by
Sagar Defence Engineering has completed a
1,500-km voyage from Mumbai to Thoothukudi
without human intervention, in an endeavour
supported by the Indian Navy.

Helg 91 o Hag T gYFI ok 1,500 At v Imm
e AT gEdaiT & g &1, S AR FeT

SaRT FARYT T gIrE Tl

. “This first-of-its-kind journey highlights
India’s growing expertise in autonomous
maritime technology and establishes a significant
milestone in developing cutting-edge, unmanned
systems for national security,” the company said
in a statement on Wednesday.

"I YT aE AT Ugel AT ARG Y Tl
frrysrar &1 T @ Wedfdr A weftia
I & IR T FRan & v sy,
ATTAEET yonferdl & fdera 7 U FAgcaqul el
I T T AT §," Hhoell o UER Al Teh
T H gl

. The vessel journey was supported by the
Indian Navy’s Naval Innovation and
Indigenisation Organisation (NIIO), the
Technology Development Acceleration Cell
(TDAC), and the Innovations for Defence

Excellence (iDEX) initiative under the Defence
Innovation Organisation (DIO).

g OId ITT T AR AR f FaEr 30T
Fagefietor @Irea (NIIO), Sleiforhr e v
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e The Sagarmala Parikrama journey was virtually flagged off by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on October 29 during Swavlamban, the annual event of NIIO.

ARRATAT IRGAT ATAT T I&T F/A Totaryr f{F o 29 raea’ &1 Faraeds #, S NIIO &r
aif¥eh SRHH §, TN asiithd |

e The project’s success was made possible by the guidance and expertise provided by the
Indian Navy, including access to testing facilities and operational feedback.

3H IRASTAT I Theldl HRAT AT SaRT TeTel dr 315 ARG 3R faderar &
HROT T g3, HH qletor glawmit 3R FarerTcae gfafhar o g emiAer o
o “The Sagarmala Parikrama’s success demonstrates India’s ability to build
autonomous maritime systems indigenously, which is critical to our national security.
This journey is a testament to the power of innovation, partnership, and our vision for

Aatmanirbharta in defence technology,” stated Captain Nikunj Parashar, CEO of
Sagar Defence Engineering.

"ARRATAT IRFAT FT Tl AR Y GTAT I Taeel &9 & FIT FHS gonfarar
Tt & TERId AR &, gAY TET FRaT & AT 3cdd Fgcaqol &1 g A
TAAER, FERY, 3R gAN W6 Wedfadhr 7 srenfasiar & fav gfeeior & aerd &t
gATT §," Feeat et uReR, aPR %W sShfafar s ceo & |

e The Sagarmala Parikrama aligns with global advancements in autonomous surface
and underwater systems, the company stated.

ARRATAT IRHHAT T g AR FTer#esr yonfoat 7 3¥as worfa & ar A @ g,
FYaAT o Fell

e This historic milestone paves the way for future deployment of autonomous vessels
in critical sea lanes, coastal surveillance, and anti-piracy operations.

Ig Mg Hia HT I HiasT A Ageaqol Gl A, dET fAare, 3k -
Y FETA H TR Qidl B JAT & fAU ART gerEd FRar B

Anil Pradhan from Odisha wins Rohini
—— Nayyar prize

-
Y ——
|

3fem & farer gurer A AR Ak REFR

Anil Pradhan from Odisha
wins Rohini Nayyar prize EﬁT—IT

Anil Pradhan, a 28-year-old social worker from
Odisha, won the third Rohini Nayyar Prize for his

outstanding contribution to rural development. Anil Pradhan Wins the Third Rohini N ayyar Prize
The prize, instituted by the Rohini Nayyar
Foundation, constituted in memory of the m TeITeT # m T]%Uﬁ EXES WR' GnaT

eminent economist, comes with a cash award of
%10 lakh, a citation and a trophy. This year’s
;;‘;g:;,;;g;ﬁ;_egggsi;ysi!gyg;_’aﬁ;;t;‘jg;’fi? w * Anil Pradhan, a 28-year-old social worker from Odisha, won the third
innovative engineer and educationist. Boninthe  Rohini Nayyar Prize for his outstanding contribution to rural development.
village of Baral, Odisha, he migrated to Bhopal

for education. He was the chief designer of Asia’s

first university rocket team, VSLV,” the

foundation said in a release.
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sifaer wurer, 28 ety wEnfoe Friwat, AP @, aefor fFm d 3oeT sepse
QatereT & forT T Aol FER TER Sid|

The prize, instituted by the Rohini Nayyar Foundation, constituted in memory of the
eminent economist, comes with a cash award of 10 lakh, a citation, and a trophy.

Ig &R, ot 72w w138 oy wuriad fohar o, S uflgy srdfeme 1 arg
# g, O 310 a1 T 7Fe [WESR, T FUfed a7 3R v gy enfaet gl

This year’s winner was selected by a jury consisting of academics and activists.
SH HIel & fsian & =3 FFEfAe 3K afva FRAFart 1 v s garr fhar |

“Mr. Pradhan, 28, is an innovative engineer and educationist. Born in the village of
Baral, Odisha, he migrated to Bhopal for education. He was the chief designer of
Asia’s first university rocket team, VSLV,” the foundation said in a release.

"sft g, 28, Teh AQTRT SSfAAR 3R Ranfag & | IR, B g F S, ag New F
fore siarer av | o oA it g Reafdg@rey Whe &, vsLY & AT Baser
" BI3SAT o Teh dATCT H gl

Six Indian-Americans win
seats in the U.S. House

Suhas Subramanyam becomes first from the community to be elected from the East Coast; he

joins the ‘Samosa Caucus, with all five existing members from the community getting re-elected

|GS Paper II: Comparison of Constitution ]

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

ix Indian Americans,
Sall Democrats, have

won the election to
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, increasing their
number from five in the
current Congress.

Indian-American lawyer
Suhas Subramanyam creat-
ed history by becoming the
first from the community
to be elected from Virginia
and the entire East Coast.

Mr. Subramanyan de-
feated Mike Clancy of the
Republican Party. He is
currently a Virginia State
Senator. “I am honoured
and humbled that the peo-
ple of Virginia’s 10th Dis-

_ trict put their trust in me to
take on the toughest fights
and deliver results in Con-
gress. This district is my
home... The issues our
community faces are per-
sonal to our family,” Mr.
Subramanyam said.

Mr. Subramanyam, who
previously served as a
White House Adviser to
former Democratic Presi-
dent Barack Obama, is
popular among Indian-
Americans nationwide. He

4

(From left) Ro Khanna, Pramila Jayapal, Raja Krishnamoorthi, Ami Bera, Suhas Subramanyam and Shri

Thanedar have been elected to the U.S. House of Representatives.

joins the ‘Samosa Caucus’
in Congress that currently
comprises Ami Bera, Raja
Krishnamoorthi, Ro Khan-
na, Pramila Jayapal, and
Shri Thanedar.

All the five existing In-
dian-American members
were re-elected to the
House of Representatives.

A physician by profes-
sion, Dr. Bera is the senior-
most Indian-American
Congressman, represent-
ing the sixth Congressional
District of California since
2013. He was elected to the
House for the seventh con-

secutive term.

Mr. Krishnamoorthi
won the seventh Congres-
sional District of Illinois for
the fifth consecutive term.

“My parents came to
this country with little
more than a dream for
their family’s future and
the faith that they could
achieve it here,” Mr. Krish-
namoorthi said. “Despite
some hard times, we did...
My mission in Congress is
to fight for all the other fa-
milies that are pursuing
their dreams, no matter
where they come from or
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how they worship,” he
said.

Ms. Jayapal, who is the
first South Asian-American
woman at the U.S. House,
won the seventh Congres-
sional District of Washing-
ton State for her fifth con-
secutive term.

Mr. Khanna who won
the seventeenth Congres-
sional District of California
for the fourth consecutive
term. Mr. Thanedar was re-
elected for the second con-
secutive term from the 13th
Congressional District of
Michigan.

Six Indian-
Americans win
seats in the U.S.
House

B¢ ARAIg-3rARTRAY
o 3ANS Gea #
Suhas Subramanyam
becomes first from the
community to be elected
from the East Coast; he joins
the ‘Samosa Caucus’, with all
five existing members from

the community getting re-
elected
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¥ g A 9 THeT F
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FRET Fihw H aiffer g v § OwH wHery & wsht Al werw W
& g e
Indian Americans Win U.S. House Elections

ARCAT-3ARTFAT A g.uw. g3w qamEt & ST

Six Indian Americans, all Democrats, have won the election to the U.S. House of
Representatives, increasing their number from five in the current Congress. & $TReld-
IARTRAN, G SAhe, A J.uw. e134 3w RySeRew & goma # Sha i@ &1, Sad
37T EAT IJATT HiEg 9T F Fead &l I

Indian-American lawyer Suhas Subramanyam created history by becoming the first from the
community to be elected from Virginia and the entire East Coast. 3TRIg-37ARAT gehrer gerar

FAGHAVIA o FAIeraT 3N QST FRC A AT Sda STagrd I fear, ag e 4
TEe IfFd £ Sl 59 &1 & g I

Mr. Subramanyam defeated Mike Clancy of the Republican Party. He is currently a Virginia
State Senator. ST GIEAVIH o Rufsciers Uél & AFF Foldl I GIAT| T§ dTAT H

Feifforar s & dAeTd

“T am honoured and humbled that the people of Virginia’s 10th District put their trust in me to
take on the toughest fights and deliver results in Congress. This district is my home... The issues

our community faces are personal to our family,” Mr. Subramanyam said. “ﬂ? FFATIT 3R
oot 7eqE & w1 ¢ S asiifaar & 108 s ool & 77 W favarw fomar, 79

FIT H G0 FideT Jesar a1 3R aRoma 2 F v 38 f5er 3T =¥ 8. §AR
FHETT & ToTel GHEATST T FHAT &A1 ISl 8, 3 §AN IRaR & v safederd g,

A GIGHUIH & el
Mr. Subramanyam, who previously served as a White House Adviser to former Democratic
President Barack Obama, is popular among Indian-Americans nationwide. 4T gsigAvIH, S

qd SHIhICH AsgUlcl aid HIETAT & FI3C §13H FAGFR & b o, ARAI-3AR TR
& &I AT TR W AR AT g

He joins the ‘Samosa Caucus’ in Congress that currently comprises Ami Bera, Raja
Krishnamoorthi, Ro Khanna, Pramila Jayapal, and Shri Thanedar. a9 &E&IE #H “HHET

Fleq w1 BEAr &<, fqaed adaArT 7 st ast, Ao Feorfd, A @oe, gffar T,
3R o geer anfAe

All the five existing Indian-American members were re-elected to the House of Representatives.

el i AET HRAF-3ARST T g3 3 RusiReew & fow i & 7= 1v|

Indian-American Congressional Leaders

HRAT-3rART FAF Aar
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A physician by profession, Dr. Bera is the seniormost Indian-American Congressman,
representing the sixth Congressional District of California since 2013. He was elected to the

House for the seventh consecutive term. 92y & e, 31. a1 RfaaaT arRd-
AN FAA E, S FAAT F o8 FEEaa o &1 sfadfRca 20138 &= ©® £

9 Wl TR IR E3H & v g1 10|
Mr. Krishnamoorthi won the seventh Congressional District of Illinois for the fifth

consecutive term. #f Feorfet ¥ sfAwaw & WA FEdwaer ok # oiedl - dImaR
St grfder 1|

“My parents came to this country with little more than a dream for their family’s future and the
faith that they could achieve it here,” Mr. Krishnamoorthi said. “FX HTA-TUdT 3T 27 H 39T

IRAR & #iasT & AT v uar 3R Ig f32am o 3T & fF I Jgr 39 ured R
T 8,7 A FHAST o FEl

“Despite some hard times, we did... My mission in Congress is to fight for all the other families
that are pursuing their dreams, no matter where they come from or how they worship,” he said.

“HS o AT & drao[e, 84 o fhar.. A g # e § 6 # 30 @sh oRand
& T &3 S 3797 qA T GST R I &, AT T FeT 8 30 § A1 HA ol R
e, 3eee el

Other Indian-American Leaders Re-elected

I S-SR At B g o o
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Ms. Jayapal, who is the first South Asian-American woman at the U.S. House, won the
seventh Congressional District of Washington State for her fifth consecutive term. g&ﬁ

ST, ST . UH. §13E A ugelt aftvor vRmS-3aAREAr Afgen €, F il wsw &
A FdEad e § gigd IR d@naR Sa gfd $

Mr. Khanna who won the seventeenth Congressional District of California for the fourth

consecutive term. 3 TelT o7 FTABFAT & FIgd FATAT ol @ Tt I FTomaR ST
gIfaer il

Mr. Thanedar was re-elected for the second consecutive term from the 13th Congressional

District of Michigan. 8t ¥TeR &1 fAfRee & 13F FRAwaa O 4 qgEdt IR T9mar g
?DHT T
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Republicans take Senate majority,
fighting to keep control of House

[GS Paper II: Comparison of Constitution |

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

Republicans have taken
control of the U.S. Senate
and are fighting to keep
their majority in the
House, which would pro-
duce a full sweep of GOP
power in Congress along-
side President-elect Do-
nald Trump in the White
House.

A unified Republican
grip on Washington would
set the course for Mr.
Trump’s agenda. Or if De-
mocrats wrest control of
the House, it would pro-
vide an almost certain
backstop, with veto power
over the White House.

Vote counting in some
races could go on for days,
and control of the House is
too early to call.

The rally for Republi-
cans started early on elec-

Contact Number: 9971932488

Battle for the Senate

As many as 35 of the 100 seats in the U.S Senate went to the
polls on Tuesday. The charts show the Senate’s composition
after the polls. In the five States that are yet to call the results,
three are leaning towards Democrats and two, Republicans

M Republican Not counted [ Democrat Independent
£ 5
e

0 25 50 75 100

tion night in West Virginia,
when Jim Justice, the
State’s wealthy Governor,
flipped the seat held by re-
tiring Sen. Joe Manchin.
From there, the Republi-
cans marched alongside
Mr. Trump across the Se-
nate map.

Republicans toppled De-
mocrat  Sen. Sherrod
Brown in Ohio, the first in-
cumbent Senator to fall,
with GOP luxury car dealer

and blockchain entrepre-
neur Bernie Moreno. They
chased Democrats in the
“blue wall” States of Penn-
sylvania, Michigan, and
Wisconsin. Democratic ef-
forts to oust firebrand Re-
publicans Ted Cruz of Tex-
as and Rick Scott of Florida
collapsed. The unexpected
battleground of Nebraska
pushed Republicans over
the top.

The fight for control of

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

the House became a
State-by-State slog,
much of which un-
folded far from
the presidential
race.

House races
are focused in J
New York and Cali- _
fornia, where Demo-
crats are trying to
claw back some of
the 10 or so seats
where Republicans
have made surprising
gains in recent years.

To gain control of the
House, Democrats need to
flip four seats from Repu-
blicans, while holding all of
their own, a tall task espe-
cially in congressional dis-
tricts where Mr. Trump
has won. It could
come down to just a
handful of seats, or as
little as one, to deter-
mine House control. LS

Republicans take Senate majority, fighting to keep control of

House

Rufsarsa o Wde # agad affe T oW ¢ 98 W
fRiFor ST @ ¥ AT §ud wv @ §
Republicans Take Control of the U.S. Senate

Rufeasa ardt & g.ww. @ w =T frar

e Republicans have taken control of the U.S. Senate and are fighting to keep their majority in the
House, which would produce a full sweep of GOP power in Congress alongside President-elect

Donald Trump in the White House. Rafesraesr aréf o g.ww. disie v f@gor &¢ forr §
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IR IEEEH 3T AT T W & fov guy ¢ @ §, Saa FE89 & GOP fr
gt Fer AR wsgufa-faEifaa Sores o cgse 3w A 3 &1 [T Gelan|

e A unified Republican grip on Washington would set the course for Mr. Trump’s agenda.
aifdierest 7 Rufsorerer arél 1 vargle 0T 4 <0 & wals & fGam a7 |

o Or if Democrats wrest control of the House, it would provide an almost certain backstop, with
veto power over the White House. 3T IT¢ 3HIshed 8130 IR 90T UIed &¥d @, df I8

IFC FB3H W AT AFT & Ty T ARTT JR&T Fhad YT |

e Vote counting in some races could go on for days, and control of the House is too early to call.
S Yolldl H el T el S et doh ool Fevell &, AR FBH A1 70T 77 et
# 3030 Sgd STedr Bl

Republican Rally and Wins
Rufeasa arét dr &t sk s

e The rally for Republicans started early on election night in West Virginia, when Jim Justice, the
State’s wealthy Governor, flipped the seat held by retiring Sen. Joe Manchin. &€ gofifaar &

Rufeerser arét iy Yo geara & 77 STedr YF g, 9 e Ffew, T57 & 3R
I, A aTlAga g1 ¢ WoAet it Aafaet ganr ot fhar o e gere &

o From there, the Republicans marched alongside Mr. Trump across the Senate map. 9% T,
Rufsersrer arcl & 4t <o & g He & A7 H AT R

e Republicans toppled Democrat Sen. Sherrod Brown in Ohio, the first incumbent Senator to fall,
with GOP luxury car dealer and blockchain entrepreneur Bernie Moreno. Rafestaret arél o

3NERAY A AP WA IWIT 9130 H gUAT, 9 g e T & u¢ I R, 3R GoP
& oIl HR SoR 3 sollhdsl 3¢ =il AREAT & ATY|

e They chased Democrats in the “blue wall” States of Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin.
3egiet Yftreraferar, AT 3k Repifews SO <o afer TsAT # SAlheH &1 dreT
e

o Democratic efforts to oust firebrand Republicans Ted Cruz of Texas and Rick Scott of Florida
collapsed. SHISHCH & HITH, S TFATH & ¢35 Fof N FeIReT & R Fwle &l &= & 9,
fawer gr arv|

e The unexpected battleground of Nebraska pushed Republicans over the top. s/SITEahT Al
AR FedelT o Rufcersher qiéf & M o ogar &

Fight for House Control
g3y fAuaur & Qv wuy
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The fight for control of the House became a State-by-State slog, much of which unfolded far
from the presidential race. 8738 & 3907 & T TuY U=T & ST 59T a7 90T, forgepr

JrfRrepTer fREAT Ieeufd YA & g g3l
House races are focused in New York and California, where Democrats are trying to claw back
some of the 10 seats where Republicans have made surprising gains in recent years. g138 Is1d

g 3R Fwifrar X Figd €, ster SAkkew 37 10 "ief &1 arad gred #Xe $Hi
Pfrer X ¢ ¢, Sel Rufeassr Uoa $o st # svcnfa o sifsd & g+ &

To gain control of the House, Democrats need to flip four seats from Republicans, while holding
all of their own, a tall task especially in congressional districts where Mr. Trump has won. 139

&1 foEaer grea ae & fov, Ak o Rufcoa & IR €E qaee gl Jafh
Mmﬁ@%wwﬁg@,%wmm?@wwﬁ*iﬁa St & Sigr &
¢u o S gfleT & gl

It could come down to just a handful of seats, or as little as one, to determine House control. IJg

F3H & A0 1 Ao wte & fav % Fo @it ar vs A T I Fohel ¢

10C welcomes India’s
interest in hosting
the Olympic Games

[Pcs

Y.B. Sarangi
KOLKATA

The International Olympic
Committee (I0C) on Wed-
nesday welcomed India’s
interest in hosting the
Olympic Games in future.

In line with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s
statement, at the 141st I0C
Session in Mumbai last
year about India’s eager-
ness to host the 2036 edi-
tion, the Indian Olympic
Association (I0A) in early
October had sent a Letter
of Intent (Lol) to the 10C
regarding bidding for the
Games.

In a communication to
The Hindu, the 10C said In-
dia had firmly expressed
its interest to host the
Olympics without men-
tioning the name of any
potential city.

“The 10C welcomes In-
dia’s interest in hosting a
future edition of the Olym-
pic Games. This interest
has been expressed very
firmly to us on a number of
occasions by all levels of
Government as well as in
our ongoing talks with the
I0A,” said the statement.

“With its huge passion
for sport and youthful
population, India has
much to offer for the fu-
ture of the Olympic Move-
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ment. The I0C has not yet
been informed by the 10A
of any selected potential
host region.

“Currently there are In-
terested Parties from four
continents discussing with
the IOC in an informal and
non-committal way about
hosting an edition of the
Olympic Games.”

The 10C also took note
of the internal issues with-
in the I0A.

“In the meantime, the
situation of the IOA has
been addressed by the 10C
directly with the IOA in a
self-explanatory  letter,”
said the I0C.

IOC welcomes India’s interest in hosting the
Olympic Games

SN o NaRF @ay A ASaE A
ARG & 3T &1 Tarera fHaT

India's Interest in Hosting the Olympic Games
ARG $ s @l fr AFaE 7 s

e  The International Olympic Committee (I0C) on Wednesday
welcomed India’s interest in hosting the Olympic Games in the future.

FTSET JHeRF FfAfY (10C) 7 qUar 1 AR & sfasy &
IF AT A AT H IR HT TGETT AT

e In line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s statement at the 141st
10C Session in Mumbai last year about India’s eagerness to host the 2036
edition, the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) in early October had sent a

Letter of Intent (Lol) to the 10C regarding bidding for the Games. FeITeT#=i
Mg A& 1419 10C TT # Ha$ Roe Fa (T 710 79+ & 4R,
TH R o7 2036 WEHIOT T AT & o0 3T sTonRfed sds
o, SR e W& (10A) F 3argal T e # 10C & Gell
Fr ASEEAT & T TH A FT 99 (Lol) AT 4T
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10C’s Acknowledgment and Communication

|0C & FliFfa 3k #=R

e Inacommunication to The Hindu, the IOC said India had firmly expressed its interest to host the
Olympics without mentioning the name of any potential city. & %ﬁﬂff Teh ¥OR # 10Ca

gl foh R o MARF H1 AEE FeeT T I gTORIT godr § Fad # g,
JfereT frdT ganfaa e &1 AT g IaraT|

e "The IOC welcomes India’s interest in hosting a future edition of the Olympic Games. This
interest has been expressed very firmly to us on a number of occasions by all levels of

Government as well as in our ongoing talks with the IOA,” said the statement. "|OC HRd <hr
#iasy 7 MafF FatHr ATa F T 1 T@OET a1 g1 Ig 3D g7 FHe 3aEd
W TEN & Tl TR T AR IOAF 6y Tl @ Scfdid H gl § eFad $T 718 §."
IITA H gl I

India’s Offer for the Future of the Olympic Movement
s e & #iasy & fav HRaT i Jaw

o "With its huge passion for sport and youthful population, India has much to offer for the future of
the Olympic Movement." "Wel & Yfc 31911 faRITel SRUT 3R FaT SToA@EAT & 1Y, HRA

& 9 I 3elel & HiasT & T 5gd FS &1
e The 10C has not yet been informed by the I0A of any selected potential host region. IOC @&t
337 OF 10A EaRT fordll Tafaia AT ASeT 817 & aR H SN agr &f 915 &l

e "Currently there are Interested Parties from four continents discussing with the IOC in an
informal and non-committal way about hosting an edition of the Olympic Games." "acdTl &

IR HgledIdl ¥ 3T5eh U&7 I0C & A1y 3iqarie 3R Al i & 3
Yell & TN T A Wl =W @

10C's Attention to IOA’s Internal Issues
|IOC #T IOA® 3R Heal W &aTT

e The IOC also took note of the internal issues within the IOA. IOC &Y I0OA & 1aR 3TaR<

HqeaT o1 & ereT o]
e "In the meantime, the situation of the IOA has been addressed by the 10C directly with the IOA
in a self-explanatory letter,” said the IOC. "$H &I, IOC o7 I0OA & Eufa &I T Fa-

TEITcHS 97 # T 10A & I gaifaa fan" 10C & &gl
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RNA editing is promising to
0 where DNA editing can’t

DNA editing makes permanent changes to a person’s genome, and this can lead to irreversible errors. On the other hand, RNA editing makes
temporary changes, allowing the effects to fade. In a clinic, this means a doctor can stop the therapy if a problem arises and mitigate long-term risk

38 Paper |Il: S&

Manjeera Gowravaram

n October 16, a biotechnology

company in Massachusetts in

the U.S. named Wave Life

Sciences made headlines for
becoming the first company to treat a
genetic condition by editing RNA at the
clinical level. But for all that this is a
breakthrough, scientists had anticipated
it.

The role of RNA in a function called
RNA interference — where small RNA
molecules keep a gene from being
expressed — has been essential for the
success of CRISPR-Cas9 gene-editing. The
rapid development of mRNA vaccines
during the COVID-19 pandemic
exemplified the complex as well as vital
role RNAs play beyond gene expression
and regulation. Now, at the dawn of a new
era in precision medicine, RNA editing
has made a pitch to be at the forefront.

What is RNA editing?

Cells synthesise messenger RNA (mRNA)
using instructions in DNA and then
“read” instructions from the mRNA to
make functional proteins. During this
process of transcription, the cell may
make mistakes in the mRNA’s sequence
and, based on them produce faulty
proteins. Many of these proteins have
been known to cause debilitating
disorders. RNA editing allows scientists to
fix mistakes in the mRNA after the cell has
synthesised it but before the cell reads it
to make the proteins.

One technique involves a group of
enzymes called adenosine deaminase
acting on RNA (ADAR). Adenosine is one
of the building blocks of RNA. ADAR
works by converting some of the
adenosine blocks in mRNA to another
molecule called inosine. This is useful
because inosine mimics the function of a
different RNA building block called
guanosine. Because guanosine-like
function is found where adenosine is
supposed to be, the cell detects a mistake
and proceeds to correct it, in the process
restoring the mRNA’s original function.
And then the cell makes normal proteins.

Scientists took advantage of ADAR’s
effects to pair it with a guide RNA (or
gRNA): the gRNA guides ADAR to a
specific part of the mRNA, where the
ADAR works its magic. They expect a
variety of serious genetic conditions can
be treated using such site-specific RNA
editing.

RNA editing in development

Wave Life Sciences used RNA editing to
treat p-1 antitrypsin deficiency (AATD), an
inherited disorder. In patients suffering
from AATD, levels of the protein p-1
antitrypsin build up and affect the liver
and the lungs. People with AATD affecting
the lungs currently go through weekly
intravenous therapy for relief; among
people where AATD has affected the liver,
a liver transplant is the sole treatment
option.

In its therapy, dubbed WVE-006, the
company used a gRNA to lead ADAR
enzymes to specific single-point
mutations in the mRNA sequence of the
SERPINAL gene, which contains the
instructions for cells to make p-1
antitrypsin. A single-point mutation
occurs when a single building block of the
mRNA is wrong. Once at the target, the
ADAR enzymes fix the mRNA, and the

Cells synthesise messenger RNA, or mRNA, using instructions in DNA and then read instructions from the latter to make functional proteins. VCHAL/GETTY IMAGES

cells produce p-1 antitrypsin at normal
levels.

Wave Life Sciences is planning to
extend its RNA editing technology to treat
Huntington’s disease, Duchenne muscular
dystrophy, and obesity. The first two and
some forms of obesity are associated with
single-point mutations.

Some other companies using ADAR
enzymes to perform RNA editing are
Korro Bio for AATD and Parkinson’s
disease; ProQr Therapeutics for heart
disease and bile acid buildup in the liver;
and Shape Therapeutics for neurological
conditions. They use different guides,
RNA types, and delivery mechanisms,
however.

Researchers are also extending RNA
editing to make changes in the exon.
mRNA is made up of portions called
introns and exons; exons eventually code
for a protein, whereas the introns are
non-coding parts and are removed from
the RNA before it’s used to make a
protein.

A company called Ascidian
Therapeutic is testing its candidate to
treat ABCA4 retinopathy. Several
mutations in the ABCA4 gene lead to
different levels of protein expression and
disease severity. The ABCA4 gene is large,
so standard gene replacement therapy is
not feasible; instead, RNA editing is
expected to be able to offer a way out.
The candidate started clinical tri
January 2024 with a fast-track designation
granted by the U.S. drug regulator.

The same regulator permitted South
Korean company Rznomics to conduct
trials in the U.S. for its candidate to treat
forms of liver cancer. In South Korea, this
candidate has already proceeded to phase
Tand II trials. It works by regulating the
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RNA editing its nascent
stage, vet there are already at
least 11 companies developing
RNA editing methods for a range
of diseases. Their efforts have
elicited interest from large
pharmaceutical firms, including
Eli Lilly, Roche, and Novo Nordisk

production of human telomerase reverse
transcriptase, a protein that affects
tumour formation.

RNA vs. DNA editing

RNA editing has some advantages over
DNA editing, especially on safety and
flexibility. DNA editing makes permanent
changes to a person’s genome, and
sometimes this can lead to irreversible
errors. On the other hand, RNA editing
makes temporary changes, allowing the
effects of the edits to fade over time. Ina
clinic, this means a doctor can stop the
therapy if a problem arises and mitigate
long-term risk.

Second, CRISPR-Cas9 and other DNA
editing tools require proteins acquired
from certain bacteria to perform the
cutting function, but these proteins can
elicit undesirable immune reactions in
some cases. RNA editing relies on ADAR
enzymes, which already occur in the
human body and thus present a lower risk
of allergic reactions. This is useful for
people who require repeated treatment
and/or who have immune sensitivities.

Challenges in RNA editing
A big challenge in RNA editing is its

PATRIOTICIAS

specificity. ADARs can perform
adenosine-inosine changes in both
targeted and non-targeted parts of mRNA,
or skip the targeted parts altogether.
When ADARs don’t align with the
adenosine of interest, potentially serious
side-effects could arise.

Scientists are currently trying to
improve the accuracy of gRNA by
incorporating mechanisms that shield
non-targeted parts of the mRNA.

Another challenge is the transient
nature of RNA editing; this is also its
strength, but individuals will need to be
treated repeatedly to sustain the therapy’s
effects.

Third, current methods to deliver the
ZRNA-ADAR complex use lipid
nanoparticles.

Researchers used them to great success
to make mRNA vaccines to treat COVID-19
and the adeno-associated virus (AAV)
vectors used in gene editing. But both of
these methods have a limited carrying
capacity, meaning they can’t transport
large molecules very well.

Market value and future outlook

RNA editing is in its nascent stage, yet
there are already at least 11 biotechnology
companies worldwide developing RNA
editing methods for a range of diseases.
Their efforts have elicited interest from
large pharmaceutical firms, including Eli
Lilly, Roche, and Novo Nordisk.

As research and clinical trials advance
in the field of RNA editing, it seems like
only a matter of time before RNA editing
becomes a fixture of the gene-editing
toolkit in clinical practice.

(Manjeera Gowravaram has a PhD in
RNA biochemistry and works as a freelance
science writer.gmanjeera@gmail.com)
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RNA editing is promising to go where DNA editing can’t
FRUAT HUTE d61 Ugdat FI dTeT FT T@T § 61 S0aqv
HUTEA 61 9gT Hhal

DNA editing makes permanent changes to a person’s genome, and this can
lead to irreversible errors. On the other hand, RNA editing makes temporary

changes, allowing the effects to fade. In aclinic, this means a doctor can stop
the therapy ifa problem arises and mitigate long-term risk

ATAT WU AfFd & SAaH J TIRN gRads #tar g, 3R s9d
IaRadeT FRAT & wHdr & gEd 3R, IRTAT TR IJEURT TRadT
T ¢, 9d o BF g8 I | s &, g9 Adde § F 3R
S FATAT 3cUeoT gl § oY sTFed Ndt A Fhar § 3R Sewifas
@A F FHA FT GohdT ¢

Wave Life Sciences and RNA Editing Breakthrough
g AISE AT IR IRCAT FUIGA H Aherdm

e On October 16, a biotechnology company in Massachusetts, USA, named Wave L.ife Sciences,
made headlines for becoming the first company to treat a genetic condition by editing RNA at the

clinical level. 16 3/F¢aR I, AATHCH, IANFT A T Sia WA Fue, 37 aBH
WEAH, o gSollsed Tolls S1d Ig RNAHI [Feifeiehel TR T HUIfed o Teh 3MTfafRreh
Fufd &1 3UTR A arell ggell HTel Feil|

«  While this is a breakthrough, scientists had anticipated it. gTelifeh Tg Teh Hgcaqul HHelcll g,
Tl & gTehr 3FAIG Hr AT

RNA'’s Role in CRISPR-Cas9 and mRNA Vaccines
CRISPR-Cas9 31X mRNA &&1 # RNA & siffrer

e The role of RNA in a function called RNA interference, where small RNA molecules prevent
gene expression, has been essential for the success of CRISPR-Cas9 gene-editing. RNA hr

$1fFeT, T RNA T8 Fg1 ST 8, foraeT B RNA 30T i & forsareet &1 U 8,
CRISPR-Cas9 Si\eT "YU I TheIdT & foaw 3maass WEr gl
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The rapid development of MRNA vaccines during the COVID-19 pandemic exemplified the
complex and vital role RNAs play beyond gene expression and regulation. COVID-19 HgTHRY &

ERTeT MRNA @t &7 doit & A 3T a1d FT 361607 AT foh RNA shadl S &
foserast 3R fAdsT @ &8 3fRe Jfea AR Agcaqet iR Femd §1

Now, at the dawn of a new era in precision medicine, RNA editing has emerged as a potential
leading technique. 37, Fé1e RAfFcAT & AT a7 &I T3 H, RNA HUIGsT Teh HHTA

T dehelleh & &9 H 3R E

What is RNA Editing?
RNA 9T T &7

Cells synthesise messenger RNA (mRNA) using instructions in DNA, and then "read"
instructions from the MRNA to make functional proteins. FRIFTT T&2ragd RNA (MRNA) &Y

DNAH & 15 A&t &1 grelad atah Ja1dr §, 31k T mRNA & 3dert &1 "ggat
FRITCHS AT TATAT &

During this process of transcription, the cell may make mistakes in the mRNA’s sequence,

leading to the production of faulty proteins. 38 Sfaei@sT IfshaT & GIRTeT, HITART MRNA FT
IeJshH H el T Fehell 8, Tored ool WiéeT &1 AT g gl

Many of these faulty proteins are known to cause debilitating disorders. So1 a’my‘r g H
FE B ST RAFRT F FROT HAT I

RNA editing allows scientists to fix mistakes in mRNA after it has been synthesised but before
the cell uses it to make proteins. RNA HUT&e daiTiaiehi I MRNA H 3T IrdATadr Hl Sk

A I AT Sl 8, S 38 FAAAISS i & dTe HIABT @R’ AET aellel & Igel
$r STy g

ADAR Technique in RNA Editing
RNA @89Gt # ADAR dddld
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One technique involves a group of enzymes called adenosine deaminase acting on RNA

(ADAR). T dohaiish # T3 3T St RNA 9T fFaT #aT & (ADAR) THH

USTgAT & §Hg 1 39ANT fHar Srar g
Adenosine is one of the building blocks of RNA. ADAR works by converting some of the
adenosine blocks in MRNA to another molecule called inosine. T3af&sT RNA & faToT st

# @ TF gl ADARFT TSAIA T I MRNAH deolel Teh g 370] gaAiflet

JEerdr gl
This is useful because inosine mimics the function of a different RNA building block called

guanosine. Ig 33U § FAIfF SAIAT T 3T RNA AT @3 /aAfR@a & &7 $ir
Thel T gl
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o Because guanosine-like function is found where adenosine should be, the cell detects the mistake
and corrects it, restoring the mRNA’s original function. Fifeh IaTelI [ &eT ST S 38 T

W YTAT SATAT & ST USAldel 8laT ATgy, HIfAPT Il &7 Iar ofdmar & 3R & TEr

e &, A MRNA ST HT F gl g |
 The cell then proceeds to make normal proteins. fth SITRRT TATHTT WA ATl hr YfshaT

H M Fordr gl

RNA Editing Using Guide RNA (gRNA)
S RNA (gRNA) FT 39317 F:F RNA FIIGeT

o Scientists use ADAR's effects in combination with guide RNA (gRNA), where the gRNA guides
ADAR to a specific part of the mMRNA, where ADAR performs its function. d=1Tfeles ADAR &

JHTal ST 399197 MSS RNA (gRNA) & T aXd &, Iorad gRNA ADAR &I mRNA &
s 3V REd & AR T §, 58T ADAR 3791 ST T gl

e They expect that a variety of serious genetic conditions can be treated using such site-specific
RNA editing. 3571 31]AT & T 38 YR & Arge-faflse RNA S9TGe &1 3U0T e %

TR 3meTafe feufadt & sarsr fRar ST a@edr g
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